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Committee just appointed, and not have the
spectacle of having the same ground
traversed again with the possibility of the
same witnesses giving evidence before two
Committees. One ean well imagine, judging
by the adjournment of the other place at
the moment, that it may delay this matier
for some time. Members can also take into
account the long debate that has already
taken place on the Bill and anticipate that
considerable time will also be taken over it
in the other place. I do not complain of
that; it will probably be well worthwhile
I do suggest, however, in the interests of ail
concerned, that this motion should receive
favourable consideration.

THE PREMIER: I am unequivocally
opposed to the meotion and intend to vote
against it, ‘

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . - .. 10
Noes .. . .. 28
Majority against .. 18
AYES
Mr. Boyle Mr. North
Mrg. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Perkins
Mr. Hil Mr, Seward
Mr. Hughes Mr. Shearn
Mr. Keeban Mr. Saropson
¢ Peller.)
. Nogs,
Mr. Berry Mr, Nulsen
Mr, Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Doney Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr, Fox Mr. Thoro
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkir
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr, W. Heguoey Mr. Warner
Mr. Johnzon Mr. Watts
Mr. Kelly Mr. Willcoch
Mr. Leahy Mr. Willmott
Mr, Mann Mr. Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Wise
Mr. McLarty Mr. Witbers
Mr, Needbam Mr, Marshall
(Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 748 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read prayers.

S8ITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

THE PREMIER [11.1]: With the per-
mission of the House I move, without
notice—

That for the remainder of the session the

House, unless otherwise ordered, shail meet for
the despateh of business on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 2.15 p.m.
In the ordinary eourse notice of the motion
would have been given, but I understand
there will be no objection to it. The time
of 215 p.m_ will be in lien of 11 a.m.

ME. WATTS (Katanning): I have no
objection to the motion.  The sittings at
11 a.m. have occasioned some difticulty, par-
ticularly for couniry members, whose de-
partmental work has been considerably re-
stricted, while Friday sittings are not con-
venient.

Question put.

MR. SPEAEKER: As there is an ahsolute
majority of members present and no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the question duly
passed.

Question thus passed.

QUESTIONS (4).
TRAMWAYS.
Inglewood Extension and Fares.

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the deputation
which waited on him prior te Christmas and
protested against the increased fave charged
on the tram beyond Dundas-road is patiently
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awaiting a reply? 2, Is he aware that much
annoyance and reseniment continue to be
expressed against the Tramway Department
and the Government with the continvance
of the increase? 3, Is he aware that the peo-
ple of Inglewood are called on to pay an
inerease in fare hecause of a short extension,
when as a fact half the length of the first
section is not used by them but serves the
requirements of the people of South Perth?
4, Will he go into the question immediately
with a view of restoring the fave to that
charged during the past 10 years?

The MINISTER replied: 3, Yes. 2, No.
3, The fare section is being adjusted to pro-
vide a threepenny fare hetween Weld Clul
and Salisbury-street, Inglewood. 4, See
answer to No. 3.

PIG INDUSTRY.
As to Slaughtering Regulations, etc.

My, DONEY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is it a fact that the slaughter
of pigs for human consumption is pro-
hibited in country distriets despite the exist-
ence in certain country cenires of registered
killing yards and of certified health and
meat inspectors who, in regard to determin-
ing the presence or absence of swine fever
or other ailments, have the same qualifica-
tions as metropolitan inspectors? 2, How,
if it exists, is this prohibition explained?
3, Is there, in the metropolitan avea, any
such prohibition? If there is not, how does
he justify the disparity of treatment? 4, Is
theve any truth in the allegation that today
it is allowable for pigs to be sent from out-
side the metropolitan area to the Midland
vards, there to be sold alive to bacon curers
who then may kill and pass on for ¢onsump-
tion? If not, what are the relevant facts?
5, If such allegation is correet, is such kill-
ing permissible without the test for swine
fever heing insisted on? 6, Is it to be
assumed that if country butchers desire to
secure pig carcases they can do so only by
buying in Perth? 7, Will he add any other
items of importance he considers are applie-
ahle to these matters?

The MINISTER replied: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
7: The information desired would entail a
voluminous report. Such information as is
available is being put together and will be
tabled as a report next week.
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SWAN VIEW TUNNEL MISHAP.

Mr, THORN (withont notice) asked the
Alinister for Railways: 1, Is he aware that
the driver and fireman eollapsed on the foot-
plate of a passenger train passing through
the Swan View tunnel yesterday? 2, Wil
he have steps taken at once to deal with
this serious and dangerous situation?

The MINISTER replied: I am aware of
the fact. The matter is being investigated
and adequate steps are being taken.

Mr. TRIAT (without notice} asked the
AMinister for Railways: Does he intend to
obtain the assistance of the ventilation offi-
cer in the mines at Kalgoorlie to make in-
fuiries into this matter?

The MINISTER replied: I can only say
that the whole matter is heing investigated
and that nothing will be left undone in mak-
ing the investigation.

MOTION—TRATFTIC.
As to Co-ordination of Road Services.

MR. CROSS ((anning) [11.7]: T move—

That in the opinion of this House, in view
of the serious position facing passenger trans-
port authorities, due to the war, the Govern-
ment should take immedinte steps to set up
a special committee to reorganise, co-ordinate,
regulate and direet all passenger transport
routes, companies and vehicles in the Greater
Metropolitan Area in the best interests of the
public for the duration of the war and six
months thereafter.
I have no apology to ofter for moving this
motion, because 1 helieve it is the duty of
Parliament to give immediate attention to
questions of importance. I can foresee that
at no distant date a grave position will arise
in conncetion with the road transport of
passengers in the greater metropolitan area.
Owing to the petre] restrictions and the very
limited supplies of rubber, private cars are
slowly but surely being forced off the roads,
and transport serviees are gaining a tre-
mendous number of clients. In view of the
limited supply of vehicles and the difficulty
¢f getiing more, the time will arrive when the
road services.will. he nnable to cope with the
traffie. Great Britain, in order to cater for
road traffic, has had to adopt various drastie
nmeasures, In some towns to cater better for
essential traffie, the seats have been removed
from trams and trolley-buses so that the
vehieles wmay carry morve passengers. Seem-
ingly we are wandering along under greater
disadvantages than thoge prevailing in
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England, and are drifting to a stage where
it will be impossible for the Government
transport systems and the private companies
to cater for the traffie.

Evidence that transport vehicles are gain-
ing patronage is found in ligures T have ob-
tained from the Government Tramway
Department. I propose to quote comparative
figures of the number of passengers carried
during the last three months of cach year
since 1939. Members should note that dur-
ing the whole of that period only 121 trams
have been available when the full nomber
were in commission but, owing to accidents
and breakdowns, it has not alwavs bheen pos-
sible to maintain that number. 1 submit te
the House the following comparative table
beaving on the subjeet:—

GOPERNMENT TRAMS.—Comparatire Number of Pas-

sengers Carried in Months of October, Nozember, and
December, for the Years 1030, 1040, 1041, and 1042,
1930. 1940. 1041, 11142,
Oct. to Dec. Oct. to Dec.  Qct. to Dee.  Oct. ta Dec.
inefusive. Inclusive, tnclusive. Inclusive.
6,535,155 7,147,431 8,320,872 9,140,283

Route Mies. Route MHles. Route Miles. Route Miles.
36 s 38 35

No.of Trams. KNo.of Trams, No.of Troms. No. of Trams
121 121 121 121

Tocrease of Passengers from 1839 to 1942—2 011,128,

In the same connection I submit comparative
tables relating to trolley-buses and Govern-
ment-owned engine buses—

TROLLEY BUSES.~Comparison o £ Number of Passengers
Carried in the Three Aonths Oal to December inclusive
for the Fears 1939, 1940, 1941, and 1042,

TROLLEY RUSES ONLY—

1941, 1942,
Oct. to Dece, Oct. to Dec,
1,881,010 2,270,768
Route. Mlles, Route Mites.

12 13

18390. 1840.
Och. to Dec.  Oct. to Dec.
1,246,818 1,416,078

Route Miles. Route Miles.
13 13

No. of Buses No. of Buses No. of Buses No. of Buses
used. used. used. used,
22 22 30
Government-gwned Engine Buses—NOTFE.—In 1939 12 bunes
running speclal  trips
only to relleve Trolley
TRus Routes, carried
81,102 passengers.

In 1942 for the months of October, Wovember, and December,
16 Dbuses workine 8 route miles carried 509,234 pasgengers,

Thus, Total Road Passengers No. of
earried by finvernment-owned Vehicles.
vehleles in the Jnxt: e

Used.
3 months of 193% was ... 7.781,065 143
3 monthy of 1942 wns ... 11,026,275 167

Thus oply 24 Vehiclen {18 of them smnli buses) carrled
%blgét,am niore passengers than In the same perlod of

I ask members to observe specially that for
the last three months of 1939 Government-
run serviees carried 7,781,965 passenpgers,
and that for the last three months of 1942
they earried 11,926,275. In 1939 the total
number of vehicles in serviee was 147, which
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in 1942 was inereased by 24 vehicles—eight
trolley-buses and 16 small buses—to earty
an increase in passengers of over 4,000,000
during the period of three months. It must
be realised by members that very many of
these vehicles are being overworked. Some
of the trams and some of the trolley-buses
are out on the traeck, running eontinuously,
from 6 a.n, until midnight on the six week
days; and on Sunday the only difference is
that they run about 12 hours—a few hours
less than on week days. Members will, there-
fore, see that it is only a matter of time
before serious breakdowns will oceur. It
must be borne in mind that at all times
numbers of trams and buses are out of
operation by reason of unavoidable aceidents
and absolutely indispensable overhauls. Wear
and tear, when vehicles are overworked, must
be expeeted to he heavy.

The truth is that whilst traffic is inereas-
ing the position regarding replacements, es-
pecially of rubber requirements, is hecoming
gradually worse. Inquiry diseloses that this
same state of affairs exists in the private
companies, Mr. Adams, the manager of the
Metro Bus Company, yesterday told me that
I would be quite safe in informing the House
that the ratio of inerease of passengers ap-
plies to the eompany operating under his
divection in an equal degree—meaning that
an extraordinary increase in the number of
passengers carried was taking place. All
arguments based on wear and tear on
vehicles apply with greater force to private
companies, hecnuse wear and tear on elec-
trically driven vehicles is considerably less
than wear and tear on engine-driven buses,
which have wmore parts exposed to wear. I
am informed that the Government with its
electrically driven vehicles is in a much bet-
ter position than are the private companies
in respeet of replacements; but the engine-
driven buses of the private eompanies are in
exactly the same position in the matter of
replacement of parts as are the military
authorittes—living from hand to mouth ax
regards replacements, particularly in the
case of Ford-made vehicles. 1 believe that
in 12 months’ time the position will be
serious.

During the last few weeks I, like other
members, have had numerous complaints
from people who have found themselves un-
able to board either a tram or a trolley bus,
or any other description of bus, during the
busy hours of the peak period of the day.



[27 Jaxuary, 1943.]

It has been almost impossible to get on & bus
or & tram near the Canseway to come to the
city between 7.30 and 8.30 in the morning.
The number of vehicles is not sufficient to
cater for the traific. And yet one has only
to make a few casual observations during
the daytime to learn—the member for Ned-
lands will also have observed this in his avea
—that buses of every kind are crowded with
women coming to town; and I hear that in
many cases those women are not engaged in
essential occupations. So I hold that steps
will have to be taken to conserve the use of
these vehicles. Immediate steps should be
taken to eliminate unnecessary passenger

traffic and to co-ordinate the services effee- -

tively, Particularly in view of the serious-
ness of the rubber position, such steps are
negded to utilise as far as possible the steel
rail traffie.

It may be that between Perth and Fre-
mantle, and also between Perth and Midland
Junetion, it will be necessary to put on
more trains and restriet the bus services.
One has to remember that some centres are
not served by steel rail traffic at all. Conse-
quently, it is essential that those centres
should get adequate transport facilities to
cater for their needs. The time has arrived,
in my opinion, to take stock. If we do not
do so, an almost total breakdown of the met-
ropolitan passenger traffic will result. Our
habit is to do too little and do it too late.
Tt is important that the people who will he
affected by the changes should have a voiee
in this matter. Tt may be that the Minister,
or somebody else, will say, “We have a
Transport Board controlling all transporf;
while al the same time there is Federal con-
trol under the National Security Regulations.
My, Millen, who has a wide knowledge of th:
subjeet, is in full ¢charge. He can direct the
trams and the buses.”

But running trams, buses and railways is
not mueh more than one-tenth of the job.
The major portion of the job is to preparc
the vehicles, and to make arrangements for
the providing of electrie current and all the
other essentials that go to make up a pas-
senger service. The commitiee should be
conducted in a national spirit, and theve-
fore the people concerned should have a
voice, I will give one illustration in par-
ticular. I notice that in the hot weather
a considerable number of buses run divect
from Perth to Mosman Park. People go
there for pleasure, and it is right to cater
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for them. In my opinion, however, some
arrangement should be made to curtail that
service. This could be done, because a bus
service ¢ould be run on a much shorter route,
say, from the Claremont station to Mosman
Bay and back to the station. The holiday-
makers could then travel by train for the
vest of the journey. If some such arrange-
ment is not made, it may well be that we
shall not have any buses at all, hecause of
lack of rubber tyres.

Take the bus serviee from Perth to Arma-
dale: The buses run alongside the railway line
almost all the way. It may be that the pro-
posed committee would restrict that service
and compel the passengers to travel hy train.
The committee might decide that the buses
shall keep away from the railway line; and
buses, run to a proper time-table, might be
provided for distriets further from the rail-
way. The committee might decide that the
buses shall not stop within half a mile of
the railway stations. As I say, if some such
arrangements are not made we shall mot
have a bus at all in 12 monthks. The rubber
position is becoming still more acute, but I
will explain that in & later motion. I hon-
estly believe that the proposed ecommitiee
should have power to restrict road transport
in certain areas and provide additional
facilities for areas at present not served by
trams or trains. T venture the opinion that
within 12 months many more private cars
now on tlie roads wilt be on blocks; and con-
sequently more people will have to avail
themselves of public transport. T would
appoint to the committee a representative
of the Railway Department. I would make
the manager of the Tramwayvs the chairman
of the committee. 1 would appoint Mr.
Adams, of the Metro Bus Co., to represent
the bus companies, because he has had wide
expericnee. T would furthor appoint a rep-
resentative of the Transport Board and a
representative of the Departinent of Sup-
plies. Such a committee, if clothed with
necessary power, ecould effectively do the
Job.

The Minister for Mines: What -abont the
people who use the transport?

Mr. CROSS: Unless something is done
here at once, we shall be in the same posi-
tion as Coventry. Coventry at one time had
one of the hest bas services in Great Britain,
At present, only one bus runs there where
formerly ten ran. The buses cannot be re-
placed. People wishing to yide in buses in
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Coventry must have a license to do so, or
walk. The buses are reserved for essential
workers; pleasure seekers must walk. Even
in England it is not possible to obtain tyres
for Dbieyveles, Members will realise that
thousands of people in Coventry used
bieycles to get to and from work; they must
now fravel in buses. That also applies to
TPerth,

The best zolation of the problem would bhe
single control with poolad resources. Action
is necvessary in order to ensure that the
State's essential transport requirements are
met, Cireat Britain has done some remark-
able things in order to protect its road trans-
port. For instance, there has been intro-
duced in Great Britain what is known as
the grid system for electvieity supplies. I
shall explain to members what the grid sys-
tem is; it has proved to he a great success.
In onc part of England it was found that
within a range of a few miles there were
several power siations which were produc-
ing, say, 10,000 kilowatts of power. In
order to produce that power, each station
had to earry spare turbines, so as to be
able to produce o minimum of 10,000 kilo-
watts at any given time. Faeh station had
{o carry, on the average, 30,000 kilowatts
of potential power, and this was done by
means of the extra turbines. This was
necessary to ensure the supply of the 10,000
kilowatts to the public at any given time.
It was also ascertained that the ten stations
concerned had to produce 300,000 kilowatts
at any given time in order to guarantee the
publiec 100,000 kilowatts.

The Ministry of Supply stepped in and
said, “There is a lot of waste here. We
bave not time to make more turbines and
we have shadow factories requiring tur-
bines.” All those stations were, therefore,
put on a grid system so as to pool the whole
snpply. If extra power was required on one
station, it was simply connected up with
another station. Tt is strange, but true, that
those stations wore able to transfer turbines
to fit up three additional stations in another
part of Great Britain. They were ahle, even
after that, to mive greater efficiency than
before. So it is with our trams and buses,
which are expericneing some trouble with
their manpower and womanpower. Some of
the women conductors on the trams and
buses are taking a day or two days off at
the week-end when rostered for duty. T do
not know whv, hut it is =0, and the depart-
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ment must make provision for a certain
number to stand by in order to keep the
services running. On a recent hot Sunday,
when quite a lot of extra men and women
were required, not less than 22 faijled to
report for duty when rostered, and 18 ov
20 vehicles were put out of commission. On
the other side of the city was a company
which had its erew standing by playing with
their fingers, with nothing to do. By the
pooling of supplies and better ¢o-ordination,
a more cffective job eould be done. Some-
thing should have heen done long ago.

The best course would have hecn for the
Government to take eontrol of the lot, hut
I amm aware of the difficulties of finanee,
However, I honestly believe the job counld
he done a lot hetter by a committee which
wonld co-ordinate traffic in the hest interests
of the prople. If this is not done, I fear
the position will be regretted at a later stage
because, although a few new chassis arc
ecoming in, it will not be possible to obtain
all that are reguired. I notiee that the
Transport Boeard in the last few days has
sent out a ecircular to all the transport com-
panies asking them for their requirements
for the nest 18 months. The companies
are aware of their needs over a much longer
period than that. If such committee as I
sugagest were appointed and resources were
pooled, it would make a tremendous differ-
ence, and the job would be done more effec-
tively than the Transport Board has done
or could do it, even admitting that the hoard
has done well in a good many directions.
The position is becoming so acute, however,
that something more needs to be done.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan): I
propose to sapport the motion hecanse it is
one that should be given effect to. Before
Christmas I referred to transport difficul-
ties in my electorate, and particularly to the
overcrowding and inadequate transport
svstem operating through the Belmont dis-
triet. On several oceasions I raised the point
and bhrought it to the notice of the Minister,
EUnfortunately the Minister has heen ill, hut
T have no information whether these matters
I ventilated have been rectified or whether
any attempt has been made to rectify them,
or whether the Minister has disenssed the
matter with the Transport Board. Tf a
committec sueh as is proposed existed, pre-
sent oecurrences wonld be obviated. In a
previous discussion on this matter T indi-
rated that various authorities were charzerd
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with the responsibility of directing and con-
trolling traffic. I mentioned in connection
with traffic routes that the Transport Board
deals with the control of private buses, that
the City Council deals with other activities
in its domain, and that the Police Traflic
Branch has a certain responsibility. BEvi-
dently, tco, the Tramway Department is
master in its gphere. The consequence is
that one authority often makes a deecision
which conflicts with the decision of another
authority.

A former Government established a Trans-
port Advisory Board to give advice on mat-
ters connected with transport in the metro-
politan area, but that board is never con-
sulted. If it bad been, some of the things
that have happened recently would never
have oceurred. There would have been a
proper conception of the traffic position in
this city, and decisions made one year would
not have been overridden by decisions made
in a subsequent year. The appointment of
the suggested committee is absolutely neces-
sary having regard to the overerowding tak-
ing place, and to the fact that transport is
taxed fo its vtmost not only in my electorate
but throughout the metropolitan area. The
appeintment of a committee is long overdue.
The Labour Government slipped long ago in
not tackling this question of unifying the
control of traffic in the metropolitan area.
It had a golden opportunity to develop the
transport system, but hesitated with the re-
snlt that the position got out of hand. I
have previously pointed ont that traffic in
other cities is under the econtrol of one
authority, and I cannot see why that system
cannot operate in Western Australia. In
Queensland bhoth trams and buses are muni-
cipally owned. In Sydney the Government
has control.

There was much criticism of Mr. Lang in
days gone by, bnt one thing he did do was to
take control of traffic and put it on a unified
hasis, and that is what should happen in
this State. Tailing our being able to do
that at present, the proposed ecommittee
conld funetion and deal with the many prob-
lems affecting the transport svatem and thus
bring about a better regnlation of transport,
There are difficuities tn many directions and
complaints are constantly received of in-
adequate serviees. Transport is one of those
things that must be planned ahead and
thought abont, and the needs of the travelling
public should be given proper consideration.
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On Sunday night my wife was travelling
near Fremantle and the bus she had to catch
ini the area was full, and she and other people
had great difficulty in respect to making
connections with transport at the other end.
Such a state of affairs will continue uatil a
proper authority is established to deal with
such matters and to direct and control the
whole business. Such an authority should
be set up and the revenue derived from
transport should be used to provide up-to-
date facilities for the people. It should not
be taken into general revenue, as is the etase
with the framway system and such like enter-
prises. It should be used to seecure new
buses and provide up-to-date facilities.

The matter must be tackled, and while I
am here I shall continue to advoeate that and
to support any measure which is proposed
to give effect to sueh a proposition. Com-
plaints have been brought to the notice of
the Minister concerning the inadequate ser-
vice in the Belmont district. Parliament ic
supposed to be sapreme and Ministers are
supposed to take notice of the remarks of
the elceted representatives of the people, but
T am afraid they take no notice whatever.”
On two oceasions I have ventilated this mat-
ter but have had no word about it. I ought
to he told what is being done. I represent
a fairly large electorate and I should
recetve some  reply to my requesis. [
do not want to be put off and not given any
information. The people have heen suffer-
ing too long and they have made repre-
sentations to the (fovernment through me as
their representafive. I have seen their diffi-
colties for myself, as has the member for
Murchison, who lives in the distriect and
travels on the buses and is aware of the con-
ditions obtaining. No relief has been given.
Although the motion could, perhaps, be
framed in a better way, in substance it gives
us an opportunily to discuss this ques-
tion of transport. So far as I am
concerned I propose to keep ventilating
these diffieulties when they arise, at least in
my own electorate, so that they may eventu-
ally be remedied.

"A Qoveriiinent ofiicer decided where buses
shonld piek up and set down passengers, but
his decision affects only one section of the
eommunity ; the other is disregarded. That
is not proper administration. There shonld
not be fish for one and flesh for the other.
That state of affairs still continues. The
Maylands tram service operating along
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Guildford-read is overcrowded, and is a slow
system. It is about time that the recommen-
dations of the committee set up some years
ago were given effeet to, namely, that an
improved trolley-bus system be inaugur-
ated to run by way of Guildford-road and
QGarrett-road to Belmont. The people of Bel-
mont are asking for the trolley-bus system
to be extended to their distriet. Why should
Wembley get all the benefits of the trolley-
buses, and another suburh be starved? Other
members look after their electorates, and I
am going to see that mine gets a fair deal.
Too long have I been ignored while other
members have got the up-to-date services for
their electorates. My electors are not getting
comparable consideration when we remem-
ber what has been given to Victoria Park
and South Perth. There should be no dis-
erimination.

I intend to pursue this wmatter further. The
people of South Perth and Vigtoria Park
should not get a longer tram ride for 3d.
than those living at Inglewood, If one sec-
tion can be disturbed so can another. I am
annoyed at the way the Government has dealt
with this matter and its laek of oversight.
The Mint-street section in Vietoria Park and
the Tate-street section in South Perth are
both longer than the Inglewood section.
The question of the re-organisation and
eo-ordination of traffic in the metropolitan
area is an important one, as it is, too, in
other parts of the State, and should he
tackled by the Government. This can be
done. The Public Works Department is now
practically under the control of ihe Defence
Department, and unemployment no longer
exists. At one time we used to have a full-
time Minister for Unemployment. Prob-
lerns like this should he tackled, and now
is the time when a report should be hrought
down in this House so we could give con-
sideration to it.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—RUBBER SUPPLIES,

Te Inquire by Select Committee—
Ruled Out,

MR. CROSS (Cauning) [11.43]: I move—

That a Select Committee be appeinted to
investigate and report in regard to rubber sap-
plies in Western Australia, particularly rela-
tive to—(a) collection of used and serap rub-
ber; (b) the use of it as this relates to pas-
senger transport; (¢) private people.
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This motion is really linked up with the one
Just moved, and it deals with matters likely
to bring about a breakdown of tranmsport.
Since the war I have had oceasion to draw
attention to the acute rubber position. It
is true that as a result of the loss of men a
special committee was appointed to deal with
used tyres. That committee is doing a re-
markably good job, but the collection of nsed
rubber amounts almost {0 2 major scandal
because of the lack of aetion taken. This
position has arisen in spite of a special ap-
peal made from Canberra by a Federal Min-
ister. It appears to me that nobody is re-
sponsible and there is no real organisation.
Rubber supplies for this State are today
more vital than petrol. There is no possi-
bility at present of any private user of a
motorear getting a tyre retreaded. The
position is even worse because there is no
chance of a member of Parliament having
his ‘yres retreaded. That means that all
the small business concerns using rubber-
tyred vehicles in the course of their business
are on too low a priority to get tyres,

My information is that the supplies of
good rubber have become so short as tfo
create almost a national emergency, yet in
this State we find uncollected rubber all
over the place. Only last night the Prime
Minister, by wireless, issned a warning—too
little; too late! When are we going to start,
on a total basis, colleet the limited sup-
pliez of used rubber with a view to having
them converted inte useful rubber? We
have no effective organisation. This morn-
ing I paid a visit to a spot where there was
once a rubber dump. For what has hap-
pened to that dump, had it oecurred in an
Axis country, someone wounld have been shot.
There was a rubber dump in the railway
yards, and in the last few weeks the Metro-
politan Fire Brigade has attended it on sev-
eral oceasions to put out fires—caused by
sparks from the engines—that have started on
it. When I attended this morning the dump
had disappeared. It had been left with no-
body to watch it and now those supplies of
old rubber, which could have been converted
into something useful, have gone, and we
cannot now get new rubber. It is & scandal.
Who is responsible?  Somebody should be
brought to book. I am informed—and fairly
reltably so, tow--that even at Boyup Brook,
in the middle of one of the main streets, there
ic a pile of rubber and it is nobody’s busi-
ness to send it to Perth. On the end of the
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Geraldton jetty there is another pile of used
rubber. I understand that the other day a
few of the tyres were thrown into the sea
there in order that people could watch them
float away. There are plenty of heaps of
rubber to he seen in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Sampson: I faney yon are confusing
it with the “Tung oil” plant.

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member is not
capable of confusing anything because he
knows nothing. Only a few days ago 1 went
to three centres in his clectorate and neticed
in places five or six old tyres, each contain-
ing aboui 150 lbs. of rubber, There are
bundreds of tons of used rubber in the met-
ropolitan area. Xor instance, the other day
I went to the Victorie Park Kast school.
Incidentally I found there that great dam-
age had been done to the school property.
Cupboards had been broken open and books
thrown about. I do not know why it is but
that is done almost every year in Vietoria
Park. I saw 10 used tyres there and some of
them did not even require retreading. All
this is nobody’s business, and nothing is
done. We know fthat the rubbish men were
supposed to collect the supplies and deliver
them at depots. In one instance a ratepaver
said, “Yon ought to take this man off the
rubbish eart. He is pinching all the good
tyres and selling them for his own bene-
fit.” Nothing is done; it is no one’s business.

This matter of the eollection of used rub-
ber constitutes a calamity and a tragedy.
We are unable to secure new supplies of
rubber and private car owners cannot get
their covers re-capped nor can people pro-
cure covers or tubes for bicyecles. The pros-
peet confronting us is not pleasant to eon-
template.  Take the position of the Old
Metals Branch! I have no objection to that
organisation collecting old rubber. At Fre-
mantle, however, the 0ld Metals Branch has
a dump of used rubhber and the place where
it is stored is surrounded by high grass,
Tt only requires a fire to start and the whole
of the dump will be destroyed. Those in
charge will not allow the salvage people to
deal with the dump; yet why is it not made
use of?

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. CROSS: Surely members will realise
that in this matter something should be done
with a view to the conversion of used rubber
intg supplies for current use. The people
who have old rubber that is of no further
use to them should he compelled to forward
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it to some eentra] authority, and it should
be an offence to retain it. New rubber sup-
plies should be mada use of for military
operations, and any surplus of re-conditioned
rubber could be made available for the re-
capping of tyres for civilian car owners.
By that means we would keep more cars on
the road. If action is not taken now we
may soon find that it will be too late. It
takes months to collect used robber, send the
consignments to the Eastern States for treat-
ment, amnd for the resultant rubber to be sent
back to Western Australia for use here. Tt
i time we did something definite in {his
matter or we will never win the war; in fucl,
neglect atong these lines constitutes one way
in which we may lose it.

When [ was in the Dunlop Rubber Com-
pany's premises today I saw & dump of
severa] tons of used rubber, and apparently
it i5 no one's business to deal with it. That
firm has ceased buying old rabber. Formerly
308, a ton was paid for it, but none is
hought now. If rubber does not seem to be
wanted. The State Government should eo-
operate with the authorities in this matter
and encourage the Old Metals Branch and the
the Boy Scouts’ Association to make further
colleetions. The Railway Department should
hau] consignments freight free and the rub-
ber should be brought to some central depot.
I do not know that it would not be profitable
to pay for that work to be done. I am surc
the boy sconts would ron all over the State
eollecting old rubber if that course were
adopted. I do not know why arrangements
could not be made for the military linther
waggons to colleet old rubber in the metro-
politan area. They could also colleet alu-
minium.

Mr. McLarty: Who is responsible for such
collections now?

AMr. CROSS. No one.

Mr. Mann: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment made an appeal for old rubber.

Mr. CROSS: Yes, and I, in common with
others, took up the appeal, but it has been
of no avail. It seems to be nobady's busi-
ness to take charge of supplies rollected
and make use of the old rubber. I°¢ a civilian
tries to arrange to have his tyres ve-capped
he is met with a refusal on the ground that
no rubber is avaiiable for the work. 1 can
tell members that nearly all *he firsi-class
rubher supplies have been used up and what
little pemains is second-class. I ean inform
memhers of my own experience. 1 hought
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some rbber when the war broke out and
otly hecause of that have 1 been able to get
my covers re-capped. I foresaw the present
siluation, and T prediet that it will become
worse as time goes om. There is another
matter that should receive attention with a
view to stopping the practice. A man way
own a 3-ton truck and when he goes to
Francis-street to have it relicensed he may
have a 4-ton load on the vehicle. The police
insist that the man shall license the truek for
four tons.

We should stop the practice of foreing
people to license their trucks on the basis
of overweight. The police may seek to secure
additional revenue, but it is not right. T
ean quote an instanece of a man earting for
the Ciril Defence Council who was com-
pelled to license his truck on the basis of
what was more than a fair load. That conrse
was insisted upon hbecause he had on his
truek a heavier load than was reasonable. If
a man overloads his truek or car, he is de-
stroying rubber and is breaking down the
walls of his tyvres.  The rubber problem
deals with one of the most essential require-
ments of the Commonweaith, and that is why
I urge the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to investizate the situation. Wemhers
know I have taken an interest in thiz matter.
The task of winming the war will he very
hard unless we have rubber supplies and we
certainly cannot make synthetic rubber.

Mr. Berry: We cannot win without rubber,

Mr. CROSS: That is so, and what are we
going to do about it? If the whole busi-
ness were properly organised we ecould col-
leet all the sceond-hand rubher in the State
and we could keep n large number of private
cars on the roal. Theve is a stage in the
wear ou rubber tyres at which they can he
re-capped with the use of a few lbs. of
rubber. Tf the wear goes bevondd that stare,
the cover is ruined. Let us eollect all the
old rubber that is available and allow small
business firms and the farmers, who ave
vitally epncerned in this matter, to have the
henefit of the snpplies recovered by that pro-
coss =0 that they ean continue nsing their
motor vebieles. If members looked into this
matter they wounld be amazed at what ean
he done.  Af presenf huge supplies arve being
wasfed. What are we going to do ahout it?
Tt is to secure an answer to that question
that T aree the appointment of a Seleet Com-
mittee. That course should be adopted in
the national interests. Members ean do what
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they like, but I appeal to them to do some-
thing in the interests of the nation towesrds
the winning of the war.

MR, BERBY (Irwin-Moore}: The mem-
ber for Canning is to be congratulated on
bringing this matter before the House. T
assure members that whoever finally con-
trols rubber and tin will control the universe,
This is a mechanical war, a war of speed,
a war of rubber, a war of tin, and a war of
petrol. During the last war we did not
have to face a problem of that kind, and
there were many others that we did not have
to faee. The position this time is different.
Japan is a dangerous and a powerful enemy,
dangerous by virtue of the faet that in a
matter of a few months that country de-
pleted the Allies of 75 per cent. of their
rubber and approximately 90 per cent. of
their tin. The rubber problem is the most
serious one we have to face today, more
serious even than is the peirol problem, more
serious than anything, becanse without rub-
ber our mechanical advantage is gone, There
is no need to impress npon the House or
anyone else that this is a war of movement.
The onrly means of rapid movement is
through inflated rubber.

Qur sources of supply of rubber are gone,
and they ave gone until we take them hack
again. If we do not regain possession of
the countries which produce rubber, we shall
not regain possession of our resources of
rubber supplies. In this State, and no doubt
the position is the same eclsewhere, we are
going on in the same haphazard manger
that has characterised our war effort from
the beginning. The poliey is “Do not do to-
day what you can possibly delay deing until
tomorrow.” That will never get us any-
where. Our bhuses are carrying double the
number of passengers that they are licensed
to carry. I travelled in a bus recently that
was licensed fo carry 35 people, hut in it
were 92, Sardines were comfortable by
comparison with the people in that vehiele,
The added weight in these vehicles means
added wear and tear upon the tyres. The
sudden stopping of such a vehicle every
hundred yards or so also means a further
wear and tear npon the tyres. Every time
the brakes are put on it amaunts to living
on our fat. We cannot 7o on living on our
faf farever.

The motion sugzgests that all serap Tubber
should he collected, and that a Seleet Com-
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mittee be appointed to inquire into the
whole question. I should lLike to see &
straight-out order from those in control say-
ing, “You must send in all your rubber for
proper treatment in order that the requisite
number of tyres may be made available.” I
would go even further. I ‘would ask how
many miles of rubber are being worn out
unneeessarily by the military authorities at
present operating in Awstralia. The whole
problem is both a tremendons and a dan-
gerous one, It is full of danger for the whole
of the people of Australia. Rubber is the
crux of the position, and it is no use saying
we are going to produce it. Where is the
plant in Australia that can produce rubber
within 18 months? How shall we grow rub-
ber in a country in which it is so difficult
to grow it, or where the labour is inadequate
to handle it if we could grow it? Our only
hope lies in conservation and economy in the
strictest sense, in corder that the time factor
that we hear so much about and take ab-
solately no notice of may work in our
favour. Japan at present is in possession
of Singapore and Dutch East Indies, the
two most important and the biggest rubber-
growing countries in the world.

1 unhesitatingly sapport the motion. In
fact, as a citizen who has the right to pre-
serve his life, I demand that the Govern-
ment of this State and the Commonwealth
Government should make every effort to col-
leet all available serap rubber and reclaim
it for the purposes of vietory. I would go
further and say that our train services are
not adequately used today. The bus services
could be used as Feeders to the railways, but
they are not so used. People have become
motorcar-minded; in fact we have all be-
come motorcar-minded, and will not walk
100 yards if we can get into a bus or a car.
That sort of thing has to stop, “pronto.”
The trains that run to Fremantle are some-
times fairly full, but more generally are
fairly empty. Running alongside them is
an overcrowded bus taking people to Fre-
mantle. That sort of thking is absolutely
unnecessary. If it is deemed expedient let
uvs see that people are taken to the trains
by bus. Let the buses perform that service
with a minimum expenditure of rubber and
a minimum expenditure of wear and tear in
other wavs. If I was given to prophecy, T
wonld say that if we continue as we are
going we shall have nothing left in
ten months. The Metro. Bus Company, has, T
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understand, practically a dozen buses held
up, not through the want of rubber, but
through the want of spare parts. That
difficulty avises through lack of foresight on
our part, and throngh lack of vision.

Foresight and vision are the two mental
commodities that the Allies seem to lack
and fail in. Let us do as is suggested in
the motion, hat let us do it on an Australia-
wide basis. If we must have a Select Com-
mittee let us have one withont waste of
time. Let us insist that the rubber lying
on scrap heaps, on the beaches, and any-
where at all is brought in and reclaimed.
We know it can be reclaimed. I know some-
thing about rubber. Japan stole my rubber
plantation and I feel very intense about the
matter. I am not able to contribute one
ounce of rubber to the war needs although
I own a plantation which produeced pure
rubber. I caunot produce an ounce of it
today because Japan has taken my property
from me. I am ounly a drop in the ocean for
Japan has token the property of thousands
of other people. We have not the rubber
to enable us to ecarry on a protracted war.
Let us, therefore, conscrve such supplies as
we have and put them io the fullest possible
use. Let us build up our rubber stocks szo
that we may ultimately force our way to
the throat of Japan, Tokio. Let us do all
we can to make it possible to wring that
damned throat!

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Suhbiaco): I
support the motion. 1 agree with previous
speakers that there is muceh rubber in West-
ern Australia that eould be reclaimed. One
point not already mentioned is that numbers
of people—I will not say a large number—
are buying new cars simply becanse they
cannot get their old ears re-tyred or their
old tyres re-treaded. This seems awful be-
cause it means that money is being sent
out of the country to pay for those cars.
Yet people are being allowed to do it.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington):
The member for Canning is to be com-
mended for having brought the metion he-
fore the Honse. Not long ago I heard the
Commonwealth inister for Supply and
Development make a most earnest appeal
over the air for all the serap rubber that
could be made available. If onc-half of
what the member for Canning has told us
is true, it is an alarming state of affairs.
We are told that everr ounce of serap rub-
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ber is required; yet he told us of a large
dump of scrap that had canght fire several
times and had eventually been burnt up.
Surely there is something wrong in the
organisation of the ecampaign to collect
rubber, and if the motion is likely to do
any good I shall have no hesitation in sup-
porting it.

Members representing country distrieis
have frequent requests from farmers to ob-
tain tyres and retreads for them.  The
farmers in my distriet are already beginning
to cry out for tyres, and we are told there
is not mueh prospect of their being obtained
for some considerable fime. If we can
remedy the existing shortage even to a small
degree, we should endeavour to do so.
Recently a regulation was introduced by the
Commonwealth preseribing a speed limit of
40 miles an hour in order to conserve
rubber. This shows how seriously the posi-
tion is viewed by the Commonwealth. But
the question I asked by interjection when
the member for Canning was speaking I ask
again, whose responsibility is it? I know
that dumps bhave been formed in country
districts and that little boys who want a
rubber tyre to bowl about or swim on take
it from the dump. Surely there is respon-
sibility somewhere! 1Is it a Federal or a
Htate responsibility? Does it come under
the Department of the Minister for Indus-
trial Development?

The Minister for Industrial Development:
XNo, it is under the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Supply and Shipping,

Mr. McLARTY: Surely that department
could do something to improve the position!
Either the department is not deing its joh,
or the job is being done badly. T have no
doubt there is plenty of scrap rubber in
Western Ausiralia. I am told that in the
distriet represented by the Minister for
the North-West there is any number of
iyres on the roadside from Derby to Wynd-
ham, some of them in fairly gaod order.
They have heen holed and disearded.

The Minister for Lands: Some of them
weirh 90 1bs,

Mr. MeLLARTY : It might bhe diffienlt to
collect those tvres but, if we are in dire
straits for serap rubber, no effort shonld
he too areat to reclaim them. We have
heen told by the responsible Ministor that
the position is exreedingly serious. We
have heen given an example of wastage
after the serap rubber has heen collected.
We should An evervthing in our power to
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prevent this waste and this shocking mis-
management, and try to wake up the
responsible authority.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) : Because this
motion is obviously aimed at assisting in
the solution of a problem which is a very
great one at present, I intend to support it.
At the same time, I believe that this House
itself is to blame for the necessity that im-
pelled the member for Canning to move his
motion today. Last October the hon, mem-
ber introduced this topic to the House in
rather different terms. Ther he impressed
upon members the facts he kas mentioned to-
day, although in a somewhat different way.
From this side of the House a suggestion
was made that the State should legislate to
enforee the collection of serap rubber. It
is common knowledge that there is a great
measure of control in the Commonwealth
Government of maiters such as this, but I
venture to believe—and I think I am right—
that there would be no objection whatever to
the State’s taking action concurrently with
the Commonwealth. 1t would have been
quite practicable for legislation to emanate
from this Parliament at the time requir-
ing the compulsory collection of serap rub-
ber, but not even the member for Canning
could be found to support the suggestion,
and it was defeated on a division. although
I songht to simplify the amendment moved
in order to make it practicable for some
members on the Government side to give it
some sort of blessing.

Thus the enthnsiasm which the hon. mem-
ber hias displayed in this matter today, while
commendable, would have been made
eommendable had he given some assist-
ance to the taking of concrete action four
months ago. I knew at that time, and I
know today, that loeal authorities in various
outhack portions of the State have heen
aetive in inducing their people to supply
such gerap rubber as they had. QOne
toeal authority has written to the de-
partment concerned asking for arranpe-
ments to be made for the transport
of its eollection to the point where it
is required. Approximately three months
have elapsed sinee that communica-
tion was sent, but na inctructions have heen
received hy the local authority and no means
of carriage bave heen providerdt from that
distriet for the purpose.  So it is fquite
ohvions that there is no eo-ordination, and



[27 Jawuary, 1943.] 2321

in my belief no genuine effort is being made
to colleet the scrap rubber in this State, not-
withstanding the precariousness of the posi-
tion in which we find ourselves. While I
believe we have let go by an opportunity
that we should bave taken, I still hold the
opinion that we should take some action,
and therefore I shall support the motion.

I should like to make some passing re-
ference to the observations of the member
for Irwin-Moore. It seems to me to be a
sad commentary on our ability as a people
if, because the sources of rubber to the ex-
tent of 75 per cent. have been taken from
us, our prospeets of winning this interna-
tional struggle have hecome more precarious.
What have our enemies been doing? What
sources of supply have been made available
to the Germans during the last three or
four or five yvears?

Mr. Berry: They have a pretty good syn-
thetie rubber.

My, WATTS: Precisely. It has not been
the presence of natural supplies of rubber
which has enabled the Germans to run the
most highly mechanised war in history, and
Tun it until recently with a substantial meas-
ure of suecess. It is because they have ap-
plied scientific knowledge——

Mr. Berry: Are you aware that Germany
is still receiving supplies of rubber from
Japan?

Mr. WATTS: I believe that the Germans
have applied their scientific knowledge to
the rubber problem and a great many other
matters, and that they have suncceeded in
obtaining the bulk of their rubber other-
wise than from oversea. Donbtless they
have obtained some fractiomal part of their
requivement, perhaps 23 per cent., from over-
sea; but ns regards the other 75 per cent.
it is well known that they have so developed
and applied their scientific knowledge as
te obtain it froin the nse of materials avail-
able to them. And so they have done in re-
gard to varions kinds of fuel. To a great
extent they have overcome, with limited sup-
plies of natural fuel, the difficulties in which
they have found themselves all the time and
in which we now find ourselves. I venture
to suggest that we apply oumrselves to the
snbject-matter in the same way as they did—
for a far baser reason, unfortunatelv—in
the last few vears. Unfortunately, that does
not limit the fact that we have got to do
a1l that we ean; and, becanse that is my

belief, I am prepared to support the motion
of the member for Canning.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I am pleased
that the member for Canning has brought
this matter forward again; though paturally
I regret that when I desired on the former
occasion fo move an amendment that it be
a recommendation to the Government to
bring in legislation to secure a measure of
control, my suggestion did not appeal to the
hon. member. That should be done, tnd I
am grateful for the reference made to that
phase of the subjeet by the Leader of the
Opposition. The member for Canning has
referred to a new organisation which has
done something in vegard to the care of
rubber. I do not know what the new organ-
isation is, but I am sure there is a lot of
rabber lying abont, althongh old eovers and
old tubes do not necessarily mean {hat the
rubber they contain remains in a -ondition
in which it may be of utility in providing
nzable or commereial rubber. I am certainly
not with the hon. member in bis suggestion
that the Government eollaborate in the pro-
posed collection, because, without any reflec-
tion on the Government, I am quite sure
that 1f it is desired to bring about failure
we should induce the Government to do this
work., In any case, there is no need—and
it is hardly appropriate—to form a Govern-
ment organisation to colleect rubber.

We might next have a suggestion from the
hon. memher that a working hee—say of
those sitting on the other side of the Cham-
ber—occupy their spare fime in earrying out
what ne doubt would prove highly useful
work. Some time ago I did supgest that
consideration be given to the construction of
whaf is known as the tip-toe t¥pe of tractor
driving wheel, the utilisation of which would
obviate the use of a great deal of rubber.
I understand that the Minister for Industrial
Development is giving this matter considera-
tion, and that he wiil, so soon as his re-
searches permit, let the House have some
adviece on the subject. As a matter of faet,
apart from road fransport, the driving wheels
of tractors are largely bound up in the sup-
ply of rubher; and if those tractors are to
continue their essential work, either rubber
must be used or an alternative, as I sug-
gested some time sinece.

I am not quite convinced that the
cstablishment of a Seleet Committee is
a solution of every problem under the sun.
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I am inclined to think—and I throw out the
suggestion to the mover of the motion—
that the appropriate organisation in regard
to rubber be approached, and that that or-
ganisation be asked to take the work up. I
believe it would do so, and that the organ-
isation would forthwith appoint a committee
from its ranks and do what is required. The
position regarding the need for rubber is so
well kmown that actually there is no need
of a Select Commitfee to inform the House
that the subject of supply or conservation
of rubber is of first rate importance. We
are all aware of that faet. I suggest that
the proper organisation is bound to be a
motor tyre or general rubber organisation.
Sueh an organisation could do what is
needed. So I suggest to the mover that he
might, with the eonsent of the House, amend
his motion. The energy expended in this
persistent desire for the appointment of
Seleet Committees, while it does indicate
some thought on the part of the hon. mem-
ber, would in my opinion be of far greater
service if an effort along more practieal
lines were adopted: and that could best be
done by approaching the organisation which
has a thorough working knowledge of rubber.
On that phase we have this morning heard
numerous statements, some of which doubt-
less are dependable but others quite the re-
verse. Rubber loses its virtee with the
passage of time and by exposure to air and
sun, Ruhber goods deteriorate as time goes
on.

Mr. Cross: Rubber can be re-vitalised.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, if there is some re-
maining virtue in it, but not otherwise, be-
cause rubber—like some other commodities
—loses its quality as time goes on. That
applies even to a number of metals. The
form is changed. T know nothing is lost in
nature; but that relates to metals. Articles
manufactured from rubber deteriorate very
rapidly. What might appear to he a heap
of usable rubber will be found, upon espert
examination, to be quite useless. However,
T shall not say one word against any effort
that might be made in this important mat-
ter; but, as I have said, I feel that it would
be far better to take a practical view and,
instead of this God-blessed proposed Select
Commifttee, we should allow the leading
rubber organisation to deal with the mat-
ter. I would move an amendment, but when
T did so on a previous occasion it had the
effect of chilling the enthusiasm of the mem-
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ber for Cauning, and that I do not desire
to do. Any amendment moved would mean
an alteration of the motion, which might
thereby lose the support that otherwise
would be given to it. I am sineerely hope-
ful that in the near future the Minister for
Industrial Development will be able to give
the House some advice on the tip-toe type of
tractor driving whee] now so largely in use
in the United States and other large agri-
cultural countries of the world.

Mr. SPEAKER: I draw the attention
of the House to the fact that this issue has
already been decided. Last year, earlier in
this session, the member for Canning bronght
forward a motion, to which several amend-
ments were moved, all of whiech were nega-
tived. On the 28th October, 1942, the mem-
ber for Canning was successful in getting
the following motion carried : —

That in the opinion of this House, in view

of the serious shortage of rubber supplies, to-
gether with the possibility of further restrie-
tions for civilian requirements, immediate in-
tensive action be taken so as to obtain the
most effective use from used tyres in the in-
terests of the State and in order to further
assist in the war effort.
The motion now before the House is sub-
stantially the same as that which was ear-
ried on the 28th October, 1942, I must,
therefore, rule it out.

Question ruled out.

Mr. Sampsoen: Would I be in order in
suggesting to the member for Canning

Mr. SPEAKER: It would not be in
order to suggest anything in regar{ to the
motion at the present time.

Mr, Sampson: I will make a suggestion
to the hon. memher privately.

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

As to Recommendations of Royal
Commissioner.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [12.34]: I
move—

If the lot of the native and half-easte child-
ren in the Southern portion of the State is
to be improved and they are to he given the
opportunity to become useful members of
society, this House helieves that that poertion
of Royal Commissioner Moseley's report,
wherein he recommends the aholition of mative
camps in favour of providing settlements
where families may be housed according to
their needs and the children attend a school
of their own should be given effect to, and
requests the Government accordingly; and,
meanwhile, that the Education Department be



(27 Ja¥uary, 1943.]

instrueted to provide » separate room and a
teacher for native and hali-caste children at
schools where existing accommodation will
permit of that being done.
1 desire to ask the Honse to express an
opinion upon that portion of Mr. Moseley’s
report dealing with half-eastes living in the
sonthern portion of the Siate. In 1935 Mr.
Moseley was appointed a Royal Commis-
sioner to investigate and report upon the
natives in Western Australia. One of the
terms of reference of the commission was
the “physical well-being of aboriginals and
any suggested measures for amelioration,”
1 shall quote but little from the report of
the Royal Commissioner, because i is avail-
able to memhers and beeause, when speak-
ing some time ago on the Native Affairs
Department, I made quotations from what
might be termed the pertinent sections of
the report. 1 desire, however, to draw the
attention of members to page 1 of the re-
port, where the Commissioner says—
Having travelled in the course of my inves-
tigations a distance of some 14,000 miles, hav-
ing seen the Western Aunstralian aberiginal in
every condition of life, from the bush native,
who has seldom seen a white man, to the half-
caste ehild attending a Government school in
a large town, the conclusion is irresistible that
the great problem confronting the community
today ia that-of the half-cagte. While it ap-
pears beyond doubt, from opinions expressed
generally throughout the State, that the full-
blooded aborigines are decreasing in number,
it is very certain that the half-castes are
multiplying rapidly.
Later on, the Royal Commissioner says—

The problem of the half-castes may be easier
of solution by reason of the fact that they
are not scattered to any very greal extent
over the State, but are to be found chiefly in
the southern portion; it is truc that they are
to be found in certain nembers in the North
and that the town of Broome has an undesir-
ably large half-caste population. That town
requires and will receive speeial reference in
this report. 'With those exceptions the com-
parative proximity of half-castes to the eapi-
tal city may render less diffieult the task of
caring for and training them—a task which
must in my opinion be undertaken without
delay.

In view of the Royal Commissioner’s very
thorough investigation of this question, 1
consider that his reeommendations must and
should he given the serions attention of this
House. I desive hriefly fo state that any
remarks I may make on the half-caste ques-
tion will not vefer to the northern part of
the State. T know nothing whatever ahout
the natives in the North and econseqnently
would not presume to make any commentis
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upon them, My eommenis will be confined
entirely to the native and half-caste ques-
tion as it applies to the southern part of
the State. Nor do I wish it to be inferred
from any remarks I may make that T am
necessarily eriticising the Native Affairs
Depariment, We had a few weeks ago a
review of that department by the Minister
when he replied extensively to my observa-
tions on it when dealing with the Estimates.
for that department. I do not wish to say
that the department has not done a consid-
erahle amount of work since the Royal Com-
missioner made his investigations, but the
fact remains that the half-caste question in
the southern part of the State is little, if
at all, different from what it was when the
Commissioner made his report. It, there-
fore, behoves us to see if we eannot do some-
thing to meet the situation there. In his
report the Royal Commissioner bricfly drew
attention to the then native population of
the State, as follows:—

Kimberleys, ineluding Broome .. 10,015
North-West, not including Carnarvor 2,497
Murchison and mnorth to Carnarvon 1,497
South of Geraldton 5,012

He furiher said that in 1905 the estimated
number of half-castes was 900. From that
year the number had inereased, np to the
date of his report, to 5,012 in the southern
part of the State. I think I can confidently
siate that the half-caste population has in-
creased very largely since 1935, the date of
the report. We have got to take this mat-
ter in hand. As I have stated, my reasonr
for bringing the matter up is that, viewing
these people as I do fairly eontinuonsly, I
ean say that their position is little dif-
ferent from what it was when the Royal
Commissioner made his investigations. Sinee
speaking here on this subjeet in December
I attended a sports gathering which took
place on New Year’s Day west of the Great
Southern, and T noticed at that gathering
that there were large numbers of half-caste
children present. I connted them. There
were 20 sitting on a benech at the end of a
shed, all between the ages of six and eight
years, all poorly clad and all really ohjects
of pity. - Besides those there were fully
a score of coloured vouths running about
the place and a good number of aduits. That
is the spectacle that constantly meets us.
They ave objects of pity. We must do some-
thing for these people. 1t is an ohligation
imposed on the community and that is the
reason T have introdnced the matter. Re-
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cently we had some frouble at the Pingelly
school. I do not want to refer to that be-
yond saying that the parents of the white
children had medical evidence to the effect
that their children were suffering from com-
plaints received from native children.

The Minister for the North-West: That
was not horne out by facts.

Mr. SEWARD: It has not been disproved.
However, the position was that those child-
Ten had not an opportunity to be kept in a
clean eondition owing to the fact that there
was no water supply available for them. The
trouble will probably be cleaned up by the
natives moving to some other centre and the
same trouble will arise there.

The Minister for the North-West: The
same trouble does not arise in other places.

Mr. SEWARD: It occurred in Wagin a
few years ago and also west of Narrogin.
‘These people migrate from trouble becanse
they get the idea that it is a colour ques-
tion. It is not a colour question and I do
not want to make it one. It is simply a
question of making adequate provision for
these children so that they ean be brought
up in & way that will give themn an oppor-
tunity of improvement in life. The Royal
Commissioner pointed out that there is an
obligation on the eommunity to see that the
half-castes are placed in surroundings and
given training to fit them later to take their
place, if necessary, in white civilisation. How
is that to be done? In my view there are
$wo ways. One would be fo take the ehildren
from their parents and send them to a settle-
ment, there to edueate them and as they be-
<come older teach the boys farm methods and
the girls domestic work, so that when they
are 16 or 17 years of age they will he fitied
to take their place in the community and in
eallings in whieh they could earn a living.
But there are objections to that course. As
the Royal Commissioner pointed out, it
means taking the children from their parents
and Mr. Moseley, after his very thorough
investigation, came to the conclusion that
that would not be advisable bheecanse the
coloured mother has a very great love for
her children. I am not poing teo pit my
opinion against that of the Royal Connmis-
sioner. He knows the position better than
do I and I accept his coneclusion.

The alternative method is to build some
kind of wood-and-iron eamps on reservey
where a water supply is ohtainable and which
are fairly close to farms. In sneh cireum-
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stances the adults could work on the ad-
jacent farms and there would probably be
sufficient children to be edueated at a school
of their own situated in close proximity to,
if not on, the particular reserve on which
they were eamped. That would be prefer.
able to the existing position. As the Com-
missioner points out, these people must have
a water supply. We had trounble at Pingelly
recently. A few weeks afterwards I was told
that the Water Supply officer in Pingelly had
been instructed to make a report about lay-
ing a water scheme on to the reserve, I
notified the Minister for Native Affairs who
told me—and I helieve him—that he had no
knowledge of the proposal, I also notified
the Public Works Department. From that
department I have had an acknowledgment
of the letter, but nothing further. The pro-
posal is to connect the reserve to the Pingelly
water scheme by means of 600ft. of piping
and put in a water trough and a stand-pipe.
If that is done it will be a scandalous waste
of money. The other night there was
a fire in the district and the fire
brigade filled from the Pingelly water sup-
ply a 100-gallon tank ahout 10¢ yards from
where T live and we could smell the stink
from that distanee. It is horrid, green, stink-
ing stuff and the proposal is to put that on
to the native reserve. I protested about the
expenditure of money for such a purpose.
1f they want to spend money, why not estab-
lish a well with a windmill and trough and
give the natives a decent water supply? To
provide them with foul, stinking water of
this description would be a seandalons waste
of money.

The Premier: If that is not done they will
ot no water, will they?

Mpr. SEWARD: They will not met any
zood water if it is done. Nothing on earth
conld drink that stuff. It could not he used
for washing beepuse it is green, stinking
stuff, that can he smelt 100 yards away.

The Premier: That is when it is siagnant.

Alr. SEWARD: Nobody uses it except for
flushing ont cisterns, The horses will not
drink it and the natives cannot use it, They
have a soak in a paddock nearby to which
stoek also has aceess.

The Minister for the North-West: What
reply did I give to vour letter?

3y, SEWARTD: You said that xou wounld
not stand for it; but we have the Pnblie
Works Departioent to eonsider.
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The Minister for the North-West: The
Public Works Depariment will not do it
unless asked by my department.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 am glad to have that
assuraAnce.

The Minister for the North-West: You
had that from me in writing.
Mr, SEWARD: No, the Minister—

The Minister for the North-West: You
read my reply again.

Mr. SEWARD: The trouble is we have
these different departments denying respon-
sibility. We have had trouble at the Pin-
gelly school. The Native Affairs Department
says, “It is nothing to do with us,” and the
Edueation Departipent says the same. So
the thing goes on. That is no good. With
regard to water supply, the Water Snpply
Department’s official was instructed to make
this investigation and submit a report. 1
believe that the Minister will do everything
he can to prevent such a scheme being put
into operation. That will be all right so
long as the Public Works Department does
pot say it has got to be done. There are
plenty of reserves. For instance, where the
sports gathering was held, a good river runs
through the property. Buildings could be
erected there to accommodate half a dozen
or more families. I do not suggest that the
buildings should be pretentious, but wood-
and-iron stractures could be established on
the reserve. The natives wounld have a water
supply and would be surrounded by farms
on which the adult members could obtain
plenty of work and the children could be
educated—in a moveable building if peces-
sary. Thus they would have a good oppor-
tunity to hecome deeent ecitizens. I would
draw attention to another portion of the
Royal Cowmmissioner’s report in which he
states that many of these children are of fair
intelligence, hut do not make that progress
with their eduecation in their younger years
such as is made by white children. The re-
sult is that ehildren of 10 and 12 years of age
are in the infants' class, though they make
better progress in later years. Tf these
children had such a school of their own they
eould all he kept together and would make
approximately the same rate of progress. At
present there are classes of 60 or 70 infants
with 20 native children between 10 and
12 years of age. Consequently they do
not reerive proper attention and do
not make progress, and have nof a
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fair chance of succeeding in life. The
Royal Commissioner himself made this re-
commendation—

Abolish the native camps which, without ex-
ception, are a disgrace, and provide settlements
where the families may be taken, where the
grown-up members of those families may be
housed according to their needs, and be use-
fully employed, either on the settlement or, at
periods, at work on surrounding farms, and
where children may occupy quarters of their
own and aitend a school of their own.

That recommendation was made after eare-
ful investigation. If something of this sort
is not done the resuit will be a great increase
of the present problem, because the children
of today will be the parents of tomorrow.
The population today is betwen 5,000 and
7,000, and in ten years’ time it will prob-
ably be double that number. Consequently
we must deal with the position to which the
Royal Commissioner referred when he said—

Apart from the altogether undesirable sur-
roundings for children of tender years if, on
reaching the age for leaving school they have
nothing better provided for them, at the pre-
sent rate of increase the time is not far distant
when these half-castes, or a great majority of
them, will become a positive menace to the
community.

There is today unlimiied opportunity for
these half-caste adults to be usefully em-
ployed. If the opportunity to work on
terms

The Minister for the North-West: Do you

know of any of them out of work?

Mr. SEWARD: I do not say that there
are any unemployed, but if they are properly
placed in the farming disiriets, not with 10
or 12 adults adjacent to only three or four
farms, but so that they can easily get to
the farms, there is an avenue for their em-
ployment, and the children can be eduncated
at the same time. There is any amount of
rabbit poisoning and trapping to be done.
The rabbit position is well known to mem-
bers. Plenty of charecoal has to be burnt,
and a number could be employed on cutting
firewood for next winter. But today they
are seeking their own employment ss hesi
they ecan, and the-youngsters have not very
much of an outlook, As the children he-
come older, the parents might be able to
take them to Carrolup in order to have them
taught farming methods and handicrafts, ete.,
and it might then be possible to wean them
from the native life. That I consider is
essential. 'We must wean these young child-
ren from their present way of living so that
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when they are educated and have learned
handicrafts and become older members of
the community, they may be able to take
up land of their own and so become useful
citizens of the State. They will not do that
if matters are allowed to go on as they are
at present. In the latter part of my motion
I request—

That the Education Department be instructed

to provide a separate roem and a teacher for
native and half-caste children at schools where
existing aeccommodlation will permit of its being
done.
I do not want the Education Department and
the Department of Native Affairs to spend
a lot of money in providing this accommo-
dation at the presen{ time. The Government
has not unlimited money at its disposal, hut
it ¢an sponsor pensions for some people
and, if there is a basic wage rise, it ean al-
ways find £100,000 or so to meet it. But here
we have a2 more important obligation. While
salary increases and better living conditions
are desitable features of our domesiie and
social legislation, this presents an obligation
to people who have had no chance. Some
small expendituve, therefore, might be in-
curred to provide a teacher for these child-
ren where the existing accommodation will
permit of its being done. As the Royal
Commissioner pointed out, a highly qualitied
teacher is not required. A monitor would
probably be sufficiently competent to teach
them unti] such time as they required more
advanced edueation.

At the present time, the Education De-
partment simply brushes this matter aside
and says, “It has nothing to do with us:
it is the concern of the Department of
Native Affairs.,” The Education Department
will not assist and definitely refuses to pro-
vide separate aceommodation, altheugh at
Pingelly we have an idle room which eould
be made available. All that we need is a
teacher. The Eduecation Department should
be compelled to make proper provision for
these children and give them their chanee in
life. For these reasons, I hope the House
will agree to the motion. I have not moved
it to be critical of the Department of Nalive
Affairs, which has done a considerable
amount since the Royal Commissioner made
his report, but the rate of increase of the
half-caste population in the southern part
of the State is probably greater than in the
northern areas, and calls for closer attention.
The Minister probably has not nearly as
much money as he wounld like to spend, bot
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better provision must be made for these
children. How it is to be done is, perhaps,
a matter of opinion. I have put forward my
ideas in eonnection with the reserves, and it is
for the Education Department to make avail-
able the serviees of a teacher at those schools
where aceommadation is sufficient to enable
that to be done.

MR. BOYLE (Avon): In supporting this
motion I have in nind the obligation entered
into by the Government and people of
Western Australia when responsible govern-
ment was granted, namely, the care of the
aboriginal population of the State. By and
large our Governments have measunred up to
that obligation, but the tragedy, to my mind,
is the problem of the half-caste. That prob-
lem is more manifest in the distriets south
of Geraldton than in the remainder of the
State, for the obvious reason that the small,
numerieally speaking, native population is
more or less the prey of any unserupulous
whites in these more densely populated dis-
tricts. The main reason I have for sup-
porting the motion is that in my electoral
distriet there is what I am pleased to term a
model native settlement on the lines referred
to by Commissioner Moseley when he re-
commends—

The abolition of native camps in favour of
providing settlements where families may be

housed acecording to their neceds, and the child-
ren attend a school of their own.

The member for Pingelly has asked that that
recommendation should be given effect to,
and requests the Government aecordingly.

Sitting suspended from 1.0 1o 2.15 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for the con-
sideration of motions has expired.

[Resolved : That motion be continued.]

Mr. BOYLE : Before the luncheon suspen-
sion I was referving to the small native set-
tlement some six miles north of Kellerberrin.
Had the Minister been in his seat at the
moment, T had intended to gsk him to ae-
eept an invitation to inspect that settlement
with a view to regarding it, as it were,
as a model tupon which other similar settle-
nments conld be built. At that model settle-
ment there arve ahout 54 natives of warving
colours and sexes, and it is largely due to
the good work of the clergymen of Keller-
berrvin, through their ministers’ fraternal,
that the establishment has been brought to
the suceessful stage it has now reached. The
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sehool is under the divection of a teacher
supplied by the Education Depariment, and
that lady is thoroughly enthusiastic in her
work. I consider such an attitude is essen-
tial on the part of a teacher engaged in
activities of this deseription. Originally
some trouble arose at the Kellerberrin State
Schoo] similar to that recently evidenced in
Pingelly. There was a decided objection on
the part of white parents to sending their
«hildren to the school while the native
children were in atiendance there,

A public spirited citizen of the district
made available portion of a property some
miles north of Kellerberrin. In consequence
«of that and because of the unselfish work of
the clergymen I have referred to, from
humble beginnings we now have the present
institntion for the native children. A school
that hed been abandoned in the Tammin
distriet was purchased and re-erected at the
native settlement. Of course, the housing
of the nativeg still leaves mueh to be de-
sired, but the establishment of the settle-
ment has removed from the Kellerberrin

township the inconvenience and trouble that

arise when there is a congregation of nativas
living in elose proximity. Yhat has been
done in that district eonld be repeated in
other parts of Western Australia with great
advantage to all eoncerned. It seems strange
to those of us who had something to do with
the provision of the native seftlement there
that such a position as that indicated
at Pingelly eonld have arisen.  There is
evidently a lack of sympathetic handling of
matters in certain quarters. As to the De-
partment of Native Affairs, I have received
nothing but ecourtesy and assistanee from
the departmental officors—if T except my
initial effort. At that stage I was threatened
with acfion seeing that under the regulations
T had no right to go on a native settlement
without a permit and, farthermore, thal I
could not earrv a camera there if I wished
to do so. I think those Gestapo regulations
are still part and parecl of those adminis-
tered by the Department of Native Affairs.
Varely it is the height of absurdity to

threaten the member for a distriet who is

desirons of bettering the lot of the natives.
with the enforcement of regulalions against
him.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Cannot a mewmber of
Parliament go anywhere?

Mr. BOYLE: No, not under the adminis-
tration of the Department of Native Affairs,
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Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Members can go on
to a racecourse.

Mr. BOYLE: I paid a visit to the local
policeman before I took any risks, after
receiving the communication embodying
that threat. The policeman showed e the
regulations, whieh I bad previously seen,
and he clearly indicated that he would have
to carry ount his duty if I took a camera
with me and went on to the native settle-
ment. I had intended photographing some
of the work that was being done. However,
there seemed to be a fear of the light of
publicity being thrown on the work at the
native settlement. [ do not know whether
those regulations ave still in foree, hut I do
not think the present Minister in charge of
native affaivs would be a party to enfore-
ing them.

The Minister for the North-West: 1 cer-
tainly would.

Mr. BOYLE: Did the Minister say he
would enforee themn?

The Minister for the North-West: T did.

My, BOYLE: To prevent a member visit-
ing a native settlement in his electorate?

The Minister for the North-West: I voted
in support of the regulations when they were
before the House. .

Mr. BOYLE: Would the Minister author-
ise the prosecution of a mecmber of Parlia-
ment who went on to a native settlement
without a permit?

The Minister for the North-West: I would
prosccute any member who broke the law
of the land.

Mr, Patviek: That would be a big job.

Mr. BOYLE: In view of the Minister's
statement, the obvious duty of this House
is to withdraw these powers from the Minis-
ter’s hands.

The Minister for the North-West:
can attempt that with pleasure,

Mr. BOYLE: I think that since the time
I speak of, tolerance has become move evi-
dent regarding the enforecment of the regu-
lations, As a matter of fact, I am afraid
a prosecution could still lie against me un-
less there is a time limit, because I took no
notice of the_vegulations and visited ‘the
native scttlement, although I bad not heen
issued with a permit. T certainly did not
take a camera with me, as that might have
been regarded as a provocative action. How-
ever, I visited the scttlement and conveyed
to the department many suggestions napon
which action was subsequently taken. Today
the people of Kellerberrin arve not hothered

You
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about native troubles as apparently is the
position in other districts. As I mentioned
earlier, I had intended to suggest to the
Minister that he make an inspection of the
native settlement, for I am sure he would
find it beneficial to him in his administrative
work,

The Minister for the North-West: I have
heen there.

Mr. BOYLE: If the Minister were pre-
pared to aecept it, I would have much plea-
sure in conveying an invitation to him.

The Minister for the North-West:
need not hother. T have been there.

Mr. BOYLE : Has the Minister been there
recently.

The Minister for the North-West: Not
very recently.

Mr. BOYLE: I think it was W. M.
Hughes who said, “Silence is the tomh of
thought” I am sure the Minister would be
pleased at what he would see at the settle-
ment if he were to pay it another visit.
The difficulties that confronted the people
in that distriet have been surmounted and
the children are attending school. There is
room for improvement in the housing ar-
rangements, but that place might well serve
as & model settlement for many other eentres
in Western Australia. I mentioned earlier
that we as a people undertook the full eare
of the aborigines and promised to attend to
their welfare. Various Governments have
tried to do their best in that direction. The
department, hy and large, has endeavoured
to earry out those obligations, but we are
alwavs up against the diffieulty of the short-
age of moneyv.

The Minister for the North-West: Yet
vou opposed the Commonwealth Powers Bill
that would et done the things vou say
onght to he done.

Mr. BOYLE: It is definitely out of order,
T sngwest, to introduce the Commonwealth
Powers Bill at this stage. T do not think
we are entitled to transfer to another Gov-
ernment the responsibilities we undertook in
aereement with the Tmperial Government.
We have experience which the Common-
wealth does not possess. If we look inte
the administration of aboriginal affairs in
the Northern Territory, T do not think we
shall find anvthing to write home ahout.
Mr. Moselew's report contains references to
the ahorigines of the Northern Territory.
T recollect that in my youth natives were
very numerons in this State and were located

You
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in various paris and were, everything con-
sidered, fairly well looked after. I hope the
House will pass the motion. I am quite
convineed that in one part of the State
at least we have an example that might well
be followed. The Minister says that he has
visited that place, but a motion of this kind
might serve to foens attention— -

The Minister for the North-West: On the-
colour prejudice.

Mr. BOYLE: Now the Minister is raisingz
another question. To put it plainly, it is
not a eolour prejudice but a hygienie preju-
dice. That was the objection taken at
Kellerberrin, One cannot expect children
coming from native camps to conform with
all the hygienie conditions that our civilisa-
tion demands. In other districts I have
known of small numbers of native children
wha were well cared for and against whom
no objection was raised. There is alwaya a
reason for such action on the part of the
parents of white children. I do not think
that parents are so much upset by the eolour
prejudice as by the fear that the health of
their children might be affected.

ME. STUBBS (Wagin): The future of
the progeny of aborigines raises a very
serions question. In supporting the motion
T should like to mention briefly what [ have
seen veenmrring in my electorate during the
last 30 years. I do not think all members
realise what is likely to be the future for
these haif-castes and quadroons, unless a
diffcrent method of treatment is devised (o
give the young men and women amongst
them a chance of becoming useful eitizens.
Not more than a few years ago T saw as
many as 100 men and swomen, hovs and
girls, traversing the streets of Wagin day
after day. They were nomads. They had o
camp ahont half a mile out of the town and
their progeny was sent to the State schonls
with about 130 white children. Time after
time the headmaster received complaints ob-
jeeting to the smell from the hodies of these
native children, and he refused to admit them.
T know from the police what happened when
this artion was taken, What did the mothers
of some of those native children do? There
was no water =apply at the camps oxrept
what was earted from the town sapply, and
the mothers took their youngsters te the
nearest water trough and soused them in it
with all their elothes on. Those kiddies next;
day were sent back tn the school.
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I am thankful that the present Govern-
menf hos re-started a scheme which was
closed down for many years. I objected to
its being re-opemed, but I have since seen
that the work being done reflects credit on
the department. Not one-quarter the numbey
of half-castes and quadroons are now allowed
to walk the streets of Wagin as did se four
years ago. I am told authoritatively that
these male and female adolescents of the
native race have to prove to the satisfaction
of the police and of the Carrolup authori-
ties that they are employed. I support the
statement of the mover that we bave not
gone far enough in our efforts on behalf of
the natives. The House ought to remember
the obligation ecast upon ws. It is not the
fault of those native kiddies that they have
been brought into the world, and they ean-
mot help their colour; but beyond the shadow
of doubt it is our responsibility to look after
the kiddies, every one of whom belongs to
Western Australia. It was the country of
their forebears ere ever we occupied it
Until a scheme such as outlined hy the mover
is put into operation, to grant these boys
and girls some opportunity to learn a eon-
genial trade and to understand that when
they prow np to be men and women they
must earn their own living, there will be no
solution of the problem.

Let those children be given a chance!
Is it not the duty of every member of this
House to bear in mind that the natives are
part and parcel of the human race that is
born into the world, and that their hoys
and girls should receive some little start in
life? T do not in the least depreciate the
work being done by the present Minister 1o
eliminate the conditions that have prevailed,
though the hon. gentleman is far from
having reached his gosl. He is entitled to
say, “Give me the money to do what is re-
quired.” T consider it is up to the House
to give effect to the motion. We have a duty
to perform towards the unfortunate coloured
children. The coloured people are increasing
rapidly in numbers, Only a few years ago
one might see 15 or 20 coloured adolescents
in the streetzs of Wagin, but I have of late
vears seen hundreds of them aimlessly walk-
ing the Wagin streets. Therefore T support
the motion.

MR. MANN (Beverley): I, too, support
the motion of the member for Pingelly.
Having heard the observations of the mem-
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ber for Avon, I wish to state that for many
years I bave seen the half-caste and quad-
roon problem growing. 1 davesay that
Quairading and Beverley, whiech towns are
both in my electorate, have more half-castes
and quadroons than has any other part of
Western Australia. The only solution of
the problem is farm settlements, where the
young coloured child may be bronght up on
lines very different from those obtaining in
native camps. The scheme of the member
for Avon is all right in its way, but he
admits that the housing accommodation for
the coloured population is intolerable,
SBettlements like that in the Badgebup area,
on miserable sand patches, upon which
nothing can be grown, are useless.  The
natives there now are too tired even to dig
for water. The half-caste and quadroon evil
is growing worse year by year. I repeat,
the only solution is the establishment by the
Government of definite native settlements.
Especially should the coloured children be
taken away from their parents and trained.

Two natives approached me last year—
man and wife, The husband was elderly.
Theiv habitation consisted of bags and a
tew bushes. [ said to the man, “Why don’t
vou have decent protection from the
weather? In another case a native had a
wife and four children, and their conditions
of living were just the same as in the other
case. {ne native, with two children, had
served five years in prison, During his in-
carceration his wife had been well looked
after at Mogumber. When he was released
she came to the metropolitan area to meet
him. She was a partieularly fine type of
Young woman, well elad and otherwise pre-
sentable. What happened after the re-union
of the couple? Within 12 months of the
wife’s renewal of association with her hus-
hand, she had “gone bush”—wearing neither
shoes nor stockings and having remnants for
clothes. Moreover, she had reverted to the
dirty state of the native. All the talking
that can he done in this Chamber will have
no effeet on the native question until settle-
ments are estahlished to which the natives
can be sant and where they ean he strictly
controlied, so that they may become citizens,
At the present time they roam ahout list-
lessly; ther do not get work.

Wo native child should be permitted to
attend a school for white ehildren. Tt is
not a question of colour, but of hygiene.
The native children come with sore eves
and suffering from diseases; T understand
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some of them are affected with venereal
disease. When a native and his wife inhabit
a hut with their four or five kiddies, they
all sleep together. I do not consider it
right for a white child to be forced inte
association with native chbildren in that con-
dition. We have a heavy obligation to dis-
charge to the natives of Western Australia,
and our first obligation is to make them good
citizens. They are increasing in numbers
year by year. Until the Government sets
up special settlements for the coloured
people, the position will remnain hopeless,
though we keep talking here year after year.
It is the Government’s duty to finance the
solution of the trouble. Sometimes I won-
der whether the administration of the de-
partment is right. My point is that many
men holding high positions in the Govern-
ment service, Under Secretaries and so forth,
are suceeeded as a matter of course, upon
their retivement, by the officers next in
seniority. A man of outstanding shility is
required for the task of solving our native
problem, Withont any disrespeet whatever
to Mr. Bray, I doubt whether he pos-
sesses the requisite knowledge of this im-
portant subject. It is a question of picking
the man who knows the job. If the fault
for the present condition of affairs lies
with the department, then clean up the de-
partment and secure men who know the job!
On the other hand, if the diffienity is one of
finance, the Government should supply what-
ever funds may he neceded. As the years
pass, the problem will become more acute.
It must be solved sooner or later.

T hope some day to have the pleasure of
visiting the Carrolup Native Settlement. I
may not be inclined to agree with the eulo-
gistic references made about it by the Bishop
of Banbury in a letter which was read by
the Minister to the IIouse last vear, bnt I
hope that, as a result of my proposed visit,
I shall form a favourable opinion of the
settlement. While we are dealing with this
question in ocur present haphazard manner
we shall make no progress. It is not a Com-
monwealth matter: it is our duty. We have
a responsibility whieh we musat discharge,
There are more natives and half-castes in
Western Anstralia than in any of the other
States. My friend, the member for Pingelly.
will azree with me that in another ten years
we shall have a substantial increase in onr
native population.

Mr. Seward: Donble the population!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MAXN: It is a pity the Common-
wealth Government decided to pay child en-
dowment to native women. That is one of
the greatest mistakes the Commonwealth has
made. Some of these native women have
eight or nine children, but they do not re-
ceive the endowment money. The man gets
it and gambles it away. Under such eondi-
tions, it would be far better to hand the
money over to the State Government, which
could, in times of adversity, nse it for sup-
plying rations to the natives. I would prefer
giving a native a bag of flour to giving him
5s. I know that he would use the flour, but
would merely throw away the Js. in some
gambling school. I know of some native
gambling schools in which as much as £80
or £90 has changed hands. The only solu-
tion to this problem is the establishment of
settlements where natives ean be controlled
from birth. The old pigger will go bush.
Even the native child of 13 or 14 years of
age goes bush. He may attend school for
a fortnight or three weeks und then get tired
of it and go to a farming ares.

What is the use of educating those boys?
It is the greatest farce in the world. Should
& schoolmaster give a half-caste boy a caning,
the boy will leave the school and wander
ahout the ecountry. It is not compulsory for
native children to attend school. As Mr.
Moseley recommended in his repoirt, settle-
ments are the solution of the problem. There
ghould be no natives at Quairading and
Beverlev; they should be on a settlement
where they can be trained. They must re-
main on these settlements for a sufficient
period to give them a chance of becoming
good citizens. They must not be allowed to
go bush before reaching maturity. I sin-
cerely hope the Government will take the
matter np seriously and deal promptly with
a question so important to the State.

MR. MARSHALL (Muorchison): Tt is
true that this is a growing preblem. T have
noticed natives and half-castes wandering
about the Murchison where I have never
veen  them hefore. They are spreading
rapidly, Undoubtedly, much of the tromble
we are experiencing in regard to these
people has heen hrought on us hy our apathy
to their welfare. Wpe are to blame, hecanse
we are always inelined to resent their eolowr.
YWe do not encourage them very mueh, he-
cause they ave not white. Generally speak-
ing, that is the attitude we adopt towards
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them. I am delighted to be able to say that
there are several young ¢oloured women who
live in the Belmont distriet 2nd travel on the
same bus as I do. I think they are married,
too. They are smartly dressed, well behaved
and appear in every way to be most desir-
able citizens. One in partienlar is evidently
married to a while man. Notwithstanding
that no fault ean be found with this pax-
ticular lady, one hears sniggers and giggles
by white givls travelling on the bus whose
own reputnations might successfully be chal-
lenged. But what ahout the poor unfortun-
ate girl, who has proobably led a good, clean,
lionourable and virtnous existence, is mar-
ried to a white man and living strietly ac-
cording tv our standards, so far as my ab-
servations go? Simply because she has a
little ¢olour which is not pecaliar to us, her
presence in the bus when travelling to and
from the city is resented. I put it to mem-
bers whether that is encouragement to such
‘people to try to attain to the standards which
we would have them enjoy. Where is the
encouragement when we observe behaviour
of that sort? I might say it is general.

The only half-castes T know of today who
ara appreciated ave, strange to say, those
dressed in khaki. They mingle with their
white brothers and are welcome. They
ave fighting shoulder to shoulder with our
white brothers for Australia. That is the
spirit which should bhe displayed in our eivil
life. T disagree with the member for Bever-
ley when he says that child endowment for
natives should be paid to the State. We
want those people to feel confidence in them-
selves and to realise that we desirve them, so
far as is humanly possible, fo enjoy the same
laws and privileges as we do.

Mr, Mann: Would yon allow them to go
into hotels to obtnin drink?

Mr. MARSHALL: The matter of over-
indulgence in liquor to which the member
for Beverley has referred, as well as
gambling, is due mainly to environment. We
have our own brothers and sisters who over-
indulge. None of them that I know of ap-
pears very pleasant company when under the
influence of liquor. I do not think there is
anything more deplorable or pitiable to look
at in human form than & woman under the
influence of liquor, nor anything more ob-
jectionable than a nasty-tempered indivi-
dunal, even though he be white, under the
infleence of liquor.

Mr. Mann interjected.
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Mr. MARSHALL: May I say that I
think the member for Beverley is influenced
more by general things to which he has not
given very much consideration? As my
friend sitting behind me knows, there are
two half-caste boys of my acquaintance who
follow up shearing. I need not mention their
names. They mingle with their fellow shear-
ers, They are real good shearers themselves.
They are natives under the Act, but are
indignant when it is suggested that in their
own country they must obtain o permit to
enjoy the same privileges as are enjoyed by
other people. They say with indignation, “I
have to get a permit, to get exemption, yet
a native from South Africa or America ean
come here with only one law to contend
with, the one the whites have to contend
with.” The member for Pilhara knows these
two boys. Befween them and other men whe
go shearing there can be mo discrimination
outside of eolour. They do their work well
and are clean. They go into town and have
a few drinks—sometimes getting the worse
for liquor—then go on to the next shed, and
there is no trouble with them. That is en-
vironment. They have been shearing from
their youth. They have been encouraged to
go on. No one resents their company because
they are well koown, but I suggest that if
the same two lads were to go into a strange
environment away from the Murchison and
other places where they are well known, they
would probably get the same treatment as
the lady I have mentioned, who travels in
and out from Belmont.

I agree with the member for Beverley to
this extent that, when those with native
blood in them c¢ome under the influence of
liquor, the greater percentage of them bhe-
have in a more refractory manner than the
white men. But may I point out that that
is due to the faet that they have mever been
given an opportunity to develop a strong
constitution when young? Their environment
as infants and even before they come on to
this planet is such that it is impossible for
them to develop the same constitution as
white children, even though those white
children might be sadly neglected in their
youth. So we should be sympathetic towards
them, The question whether they should
have aleoholiec liquor is one we need not
diseuss now. 1 understand there is work
available for most of these families. It
should he an obligation on the authorities
who administer the law to deal with these
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children as they do with ordinary white
boys and girls; that is, to pick them up and
take them before the eourt, and if they ecan-
not prove they are living a vighteous life
and have visible means of support, make
them pay the penalty. That is what <hould
be dome for these people.

The Minister for the North-West: So it
is. That policy has been in operation,

Mr, MARSITIALL: 1 am pleased to hear
it. .

The Minister for the Novth-West: It has
heen the policy for the past 18 months.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not doubt it.
Une member opposite mentioned the name
of the Commissioner of Native Affairs. I
want to tell him that 1 do not think M,
Brav, who administers this Aect, can be
faulted up to date.

The Minister for the North-West: Hear,
hear!

Mr. MARSHALL: He bas done one or two
things already that in my humble epinion
have a wonderful effeet upon hoth the half-
castes and the full-bloods. ¥or instance,
these native boys are now getting employ-
ment under Arbitration Court awards or in-
dustrial agreements. It is not neecessary for
them to obtain a permit to work. Thev get
a job angd live at the same standard as the
whites, with no law to hinder or hamper
them, Credit is due to Mr. Bray and the
Minister for having brought aboat that econ-
dition of affairs. Such boys can see that we
are trying to 1ift them and edueate them ap
to our standards, and are not constantly
coercing them with separate laws just as
though they were myalls or what we know
as wild or bush blacks. Where it can he
seen that people are desirous of lifting them-
gclves, they should be given an opportunity
te do so. Why do we allow these prople to
congregate in camps? They spenk fuent
English and are able to work. Work is
availahle for them at reasonably good
wages. Why do not the anthorities say,
“You whall live at e higher standard.
You are not going to live at thiz pre-
sent standard?”  Why not trv te forer
them up instead of down? We are all
too pleased to travel through the country
and say, “Yes, there is a niggers’ eamp.”
and leave it at that. We like ta know thoy
are in a camp, or at any rate we are satis-
fied that they are there. Thev should not be
allowed to be there.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Why force them to
do what you want them to de? Why not
edueate them ?

Mr, MARSHALL: Why am I forced to
do things? T am not allowed to live below a
certain standard.

The Minister for the North-West: You
are not allowed to go into a hotel after &
o'clock.

Mr, MARSHALL: I am restricted in
many ways and am forced to do things
azainst my will almoest every day.

Mr, Fox: Every law is a tyranny.

My. MARSHALL: Yes. I point out to
the member for Subiaco that up to date the
foree to which she refers has heen exercised
in the direction of keeping these people
down. I am endeavouring to force them to
realise that they ean live at a higher stand-
ard, and that we wish them to do so rather
than permit them to believe and to become
obsessed with the idea that the native stand-
ard is all we desire for them. I do not know
whether this motion is consistent in its
wording. The mover wants to improve the
natives and make them useful eitizens of
soctety. To that extent I am in agreement
with him, but if we are going to lift a see-
tion of the community socially I am donbt-
ful whether we can succeed in our effort by
discriminating between it and other seetions
of the community. One of the worst fea-
tures in our soeial life is class distinetion. I
remember that some years ago the then Pre-
mier of this State desired to charge fees
for admission to the University of Western
Austratia.  The late Tommy Walker elo-
quently attacked the proposition, and pointed
out that although the fces were optional
they would bring about a state of elass dis-
tinetion within the University, One child
would say to another, “My people are pay-
ing for me. You are coming here free"”
That is precisely what we are doing in this
conneetion. Tt is proposed to segregate these
children. They will not be allowed to mingle
with the whites. They will be forced to
realise their inferiority, so to speak, all the
time. They will be forced to say, “This is
our school: that other school is for the white
children,” I do not know how America
suceeeded in overcoming her difficnlties in
connection with this problem.

Mr. Mann: Ameriea has not overcome
them.
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Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot argue thai
point. I have given no study to the American
problem; but we have this advantage, that
our aboriginal blood breeds completely ont.
That is a big advantage and we shounld ake
use of it.

Mr. Patrick: In America they have their
own schools and universities.

Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so. The
possibilities of improving the standard of
these people are very apparent while the
war is on, and the new order will perpetuate
them. I ean assume, as other speakers have
recently, that this new order will he some-
thing wonderful. We now have the oppor-
tunity to enforce the same laws against these
people as apply to us. They must he made
to live up to a higher standard. When they
send their children to school they must be
foreed to see that they are clean and tidy
like mine. Until we do that and make them
understand that they ean be our equal, and
give them some degree of confidence and
self-reliance we are not carrying out our
responsibilities. We must teach them that
they ean be our brothers just as are the
aborigines who are fighting with our own
sons on the battlefields of foreign lands.
They are fighting shoulder to shoulder and
are comrades in the way that these people
could be, but that attitede is not bheing
helped by the present administration of the
Department of Native Affairs. All the time
we ¢ling to the colour line and class distine-
tion and these people realise it. 1 am ae-
quainted with a family known as the Harris
brothers at Morawa and they can write a
letter marshalling their subjects better—and
this is not flattering them—than T eould. It
wounid astound members to read the letters
they write.

Mzr. Patrick : They are good bush lawyers.

Mr. MARSHALL: One of the persons I
admire is the man who will fight to improve
the standards of his fellow-men. That is
why we are at war with Italy. We want to
retain the institutions we have enjoyed, and
we want better standards.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They think theirs are
better than ounrs.

Mr. MARSHALL:
think for ourselves.

Mrs. Cardel-Oliver: And so are they.

We are ‘entitled {o
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Mr. MARSHALL: e still have that
right so long as we do not speak too loudly.
In these days every phase of human activity
is regimented. We even have to be mighty
careful, in this land of freedom, what we
say, although we hear much about liberty,
justice and freedom. We are too prone to
force upon these people the idea that we
are much superior to them and that they
can never attain our standards. I disagree
with that idea. Today their standards are
being improved by virtue of the fact that an
income is available for each child and plenty
of work for the men folk, Because of that
they should be invited to live on a higher
plane, We should get away from the slum
standard. The lower standard has been the
guide to social prosperity! There was a time
when we tried to raise the standard, but
during the last 25 years all political organi-
sations that I know of have tried to level it
down, They look down and see where the
lowest is and say, “Well old fellow you are
it little bit too far up; you ecan go downm!”’
That is contrary to what we were taught
when we started in the Labour Movement
years ago. But we now find that attitude
adopted everywhere, and it is what we are
doing to these natives; we are keeping them
down and those who aspire to rise we push
back again.

This motion, even if carried, means no-
thing. Now that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has been generous enough to assume
the respounsibility for the welfare of the
native race of Australia there may bhe some
opportunity and money to do things for
them. This is a diffieult problem because
the natives are migratory in their habits. I
would not like to interfere with their liberty
s0 long as they will work and live at a rea-
sonable standard. FEven so there is some
necessity for a housing poliey for thoze
natives who are more or less settled in some
distriets, so that they can have better ac-
commodation and live under more hygenic
conditions. The law should then apply to
them just the same as it does to us. They
should be compeled to keep themselves and
their homes clean, and do alt those things
which other individuals have to do. They
would then be inspired to rise to the stand-
ards which we say they ought one day to
enjoy.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.
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MOTION—NORTH FREMANTLE
PROPERTIES AND WHEAT
STORAGE.

To Inguire by Select Committee.

MR. TONEKIN {Norih-Easi Fremantle)
[3.8]: I move—

That a Select Committee of this House he
appointed to inquire into and report npon:—

{1) The effeet on the living conditions of
the inhabitants and the extent of the
deterioration of property in North
Fremantle consequent upon the eon-
struetion of wheat bing and the opera-
tions of the Australian Wheat Board
on Jand in proximity thereto.

(2) What action should be taken to deal with
the situation which has arisen, with
justice and equity to the persons con-
cerned.

(3) The powers of the Australian Wheat
Board to take any remedial action.

{4) The circumstances wunder which the
Australian Wheat Board was able
to have the structore known as *‘the
Wheat Hospital’’ erected on Crown
landg at North Fremantle, and in par-
ticnlar—

(a) into the terms and conditions
of the lease made between the State
Government and the Commonwealth
Department of the Interior in con-
nection with Crown land upon which
a wheat ‘hospital has heen erected at
North Fremantle;

{b) whether a fair rental is being
received for this area and whether it
is consistent with the value of such
land;

(e) whether the Statc Government
or its departments permitted or en-
couraged the erection at this time of
a structure of this character which the
Minister for Lands recently stated
was ‘‘most undesirable and wholly in-
appropriate in this siteation during
war-time'?;

{4} whether the Western Austra-
lian representatives on the Australian
Wheat Board supported the proposal

to erect what is considered to be an
unnecessary structure; and

(e) whether the Australian Wheat
Board had the full authority and
sanction of the appropriate Common.
wealth Ministers to proceed with this
undertaking.

This motion really deals with two separate
and distinet subjeets, although they eoncern
one organisation. Since early in 1941 1 have
been complaining outside and inside this
House about certain conditions obtaining in
pertion of North Fremantle as the result of
the operations of the Australian Wheat
Board, Unfortunately little or no progress
has been made by me and others interested
towards effecting a remedy of the very

[ASSEMBLY.]

serious state of affairs which has arisen as
a direet result of the operations of the board.
About 36 houses have been badly affected
by the wheat bins which have been installed
on the ocean front on part of North Fre-
mantle in proximity fo Bayley-street. For
years because of the vermin that made their
presence felt, and becausze of the dust nuis-
ance, that area has gradually deteriorated
until it is now neither more nor less than a
slum, It is extraordinary that individuals
should be subject to such treatment without
some form of redress. Surely we eannot
argue that because of the war emergeney a
section of the people should be so subjected
without some recompense. Reports have ap-
peared in “The Daily News” and in “The
West Australian” respecting the conditions
that obtain in the locality. The attention of
the Prime Minister has been drawn to the
matter, and he has made a personal inspec-
tion of the arez. Members of the Australian
Wheat Board have inspected the bins and
the houses to see for themselves the condi-
tions that obtain. Al this has been without
any tangible result.

Some people have been driven from their
houses because eonditions became unlivable.
Those houses are now empty and the people
have had to leave premises they had oceu-
pied for years. They have had to go else-
where and pay rent. That is the present
position. Some of the houses were not owned
by the oceupants, and the landlords have
sueccessively reduced rents in order to attract
certain classes of people. The stage has now
been reached where some of the honses can
be secured almost rent free and others for
the payment of a very small rental. The
effect is that we now have in the district
half-eastes and, in some instances, undesir-
able persons, hecause of the fact that the
area has deteriorated until now it is prac-
tically a slum distriet. That is neither right
nor reasonable. Surely it should be some-
one's responsibility to check deterioration or
to take such steps as are possible fto re-
compense people who have suffered such
losses. A suggestion was made to the Auns-
tralian Wheat Board that it mighf acquire
the land and houses and that the people
concerned should be permitted to make
use of the money to purchase houses
elsewhere. -+ The board has refrained
from taking any such action, and the
answer given to the request I mention is
that the board has not the neeessary power.
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That is wherc the matter stands today.
The North Fremantle Munieipal Couneil has
interested itself in the question over the
years and it has been the subject of corres-
pondence between the eouneil, the Australian
Wheat Board, the Prime Minister and the
Minister for Commerece, but always with the
one result—nothing. That is why I feel il
ineamhent upon me to bring the guestion be-
fore the House with a view to seeuring an
investigation to asecertain really what hap-
pened and whether any remedy ean be found
for the present situation. Apart from the
intolerable conditions that have grown up,
the people concermed, through no fault of
their own, have been deprived of their homes
and the amenities they provided for them-
selves. The part of North Fremantle affected
was quite a niee little section on the sea-
front. It had beantiful views of the ocean
and the residents had the benefit of the ¢lean
sea air to breathe, First one and then an-
other of the bins were erected almost in the
backyards of the houses, completely shutting
off the sea view and the fresh air,

Mr. Boyle: What was the cost of the bins?

Mr, TONEKIN: I am unable to say, but I
imagine the cost would be large.

The Premier: There was an expenditure
of between £70,000 and £80,000.

Mr. TONKIN: A tremendous quantity of
corrugated iron was used in the construe-
tion of the bins, and the cost must have heen
very considerable. What makes the matter
worse is that T understand these bins are not
being utilised to the same extent as formerly,
as it is now proposed to store the wheat at
Bassendean. Now we have the spectacle
of these tremendous hins having been erected
there blocking out the sea view, cutting off
the sea breezes and cansing so much nnisanee.
In case members have forgotten the eircum-
stances I relaled previously concerning this
matter, I shall briefly run over the particu-
tars. Two types of moths quickly made
their appearance in the distriet as the re-
sult of the storage of grain in the bins. The
first was a grain moth, the name of which
is, I understand, angoumois. The other was
the ephestia moth, which ig the dried-fruit
moth, The two types seem to breed in
abundance, and there were literally thonrsands
of them to be seen throughout the streets and
" in the homes of the people in the vicinity.
Mes. Cardell-Oliver: And in Perth too.

Mr. TONKIN: I saw them in clouds in-
side the houses, and T was fold at the time

by residents that it was impossible for them
to have soup on the table because the moment
the plates were put down the soup would
he piled up with the moths. T can well
understand that it would be so. In addition
to the trouble with the moths, there was the
dust nuisance. It made its presence felt
at all hours of the day. It covered the walls,
windows and furniture inside the houses.
Women told me that even though they dusted
their premises every half hour, the furmi-
tare would quickly have the appearance of
not having been touched at all. Members
can visit the locality today and see the con-
dition of the rooms and verandahs. It is
absolutely impossible to keep them eclean.
So close to the houses did the Australian
Wheat Board bring its activities, that not
only did dust fall into the houses, but whole
grain as well. In No. 5 Bailey street it
would be possible to serape np three bags
full of wheat because at that point an eleva-
tor overhung the back fence! Surely people
should not be expected to put up with such
conditions. What would we say if we sud-
denly found bins erected near to our houses
and we were asked to put up with similar
conditions? My powers of imagination are
hardly sufficient to anable me to think what
would be said if such a proposition were
put forward in Mt. Lawley.

My. Needham: Or in Nedlands.

Mr. J. Hegney: Or in South Perth.

Mr. TONKIN: Would the people of those
distriets allow sueh n nuisance to continue
and to affect the valites of their properties
without putfing up a tremendous protest?
Of course they would not. At North Fre-
mantle it has happened hecause the people
eoncerned were very poor. All they had were
their little homes which they had struggled
for years to aequire, and then they werz
forced out of them becanse of intolerable
conditions.

Mzr. Thorn: I thought you said those places
were rented.

Mr. TONKIN: Not all! A number were
oecupied by the owners. We can go down
the seale until we get to habitations such as
thoze which were on the beach at North Fre-
mantle in which people were living during'
the depression, where conditions were highly
undesirable and sueh as have influenced the
couneil to take steps to have them removed.
That will be the position at North Fremantle.
Before long these houses will be in such a
condition that the eouneil will issue demoli-
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tion orders against the owners and the places
will be pulled down withont recompense to
the owners. Is it fair that these unfortn-
nate people should be called upon to bear
the whole of the cost, simply because an or-
ganisation decides that this is the place for
the establishment of wheat bins and erects
them there, despite what happens to the
people living in the district? This is not
an isolated case. I understand that 36
houses are affected of a wvalue of ahout
£12,000. That amount of money would be a
mere bagatelle to the Awustralian Wheat
Board. Probably it would not represent the
cost of postage on the board’s correspond-
ence for the period it has been in operation
but, to the individuals who own the houses
and who have little else, it means much. I
hope that as a result of an inquiry it might
be possible to obtain equity and justice for
these unfortunate people.

The other matter about which I am con-
«cerned is the ereetion of a wheat hospital
on an area which is not far distant from the
section about which I have been speaking.
Members know that there is an area of
Crown [and close to the North Wharf, and
that this land is not far distant from the
nest of oil tanks that provides storage for a
great proportion of the motor spirit used in
this country. These oil storage tanks have
been camouflaged and bhricked up in order
to prevent possible damage and loss. I un-
derstand that some little time ago the mili-
tary authorities issued instructions to the
-owners of certain high struetures at Fre-
‘mantle to have them removed because they
‘would possibly form ranging targets for an
enemy. I think the smelters chimney was one
such structure that had to be pulled down.
"Therefore it was with amazement that I saw
this tremendous structure being erected in
this vulnerable area. The building of it
‘has heen proceeding for months, and it is
still going up. How high it is I am unable
to say, but it iz quife easily the highest
building in Fremantle. 1t is the only feature
of Fremantle visible from Rockingham. If
there was any point at all in the military
anthorities' previonsly ordering the demoli-
tion of the smelters chimpey, either they
must know nothing about the erection of the
wheat hospital or they have changed their
poliey. It may be said that ships could not
get close enough to Fremantle to use this
mark as a ranging targef. What about air
«raft? The oil tanks have been camouflaged
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in order to increase the difficulty of detect-
ing them, but all the enemy would need to
know iz that the oil tanks are adjacent to
this tremendous structure and would only
have to drop their bombs on to this structure
and could not miss the tanks. Seemingly
the Australion Wheat Board, not content
with driving out a section of my constitu-
ents through the nuisances caused by the
wheat bins, has made a certaiuty of the
destruction of the remainder by erecting a
ranging target in their midst.

When I saw this work in progress, I be-
gan to wonder what was wrong with the
Minister for Lands in granting permission
for the erection of the structure on this land.
I wrote to him and told him what I thought
of it. I said I could not understand him,
as Minister, making faeilities available with-
out which it would have been impossible for
the Ausiralian Wheat Board to proceed. To
my nstonishment I received a reply as fol-
lows :—

24th December, 1942,

Your letter of yesterday’s date re whent
hospital and area of Crown land at North Fre-
mantle is to hand.

I share your coneern regarding the con-
spicuous nature of the wheat hospital and its
vulnerable locativn in ons of our most vital
areas.

You are quite in error, however, in your
view that I, as Minister for Lands—or, 8o far
as I know, any member of the Government—
‘‘gave the Australian Wheat Board the facili-
ties without which they could not have pro-
ceeded.”’

The Government communicated with the
Prime Minister in February last and raised
objections to the transfer of the area, which
had been requested, and also strongly urged
that, in our view, n strueture of this character
was most undesirable and wholly inappropriate
in this situation during war time.

In spite of our objections, the structure has
been erected.

I was astonished to find that I had been
blaming the wrong party.

Mr. Thorn: That is the sort of trestment
we always get from the Commonwealth.

Mr, TONKIN: I could not see how the
Australian Wheat Board could proeeed with
the evection of this strueture on land be-
longing to us without the Minister's agree-
ing. I had been previously told, also, that
there was very little wrong with our whaat.
The member for Guildford-Midland had
made a special point of informing me that
there was very little wrong with the wheat
at North Fremantle, and that less than 1 per
cent. of it was lost upon sale. Thus there
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was not all this deterioration of our wheat,
less than 1 per cent. of it being faulty.
Therefore 1 wanted to know the justifica-
tion for erecting a wheat hospital to deal
with wheat that was in such exeellent condi-
tion as the hon. member had led me to be-
lieve. Then when I heard rumours that the
wheat hospital had heen erected against the
advice of the Western Australian representa-
tives on the Australian Wheat Board, I be-
gan to ask myself, “What is behind the eree-
tion of this structure?” Members know that
there has been and still is a tremendous
shortage of building tradesmen in this State
—ecarpenters, bricklayers and the ltke. There
is also a shortage of huilding material. Tt
would seem there is ample justification for
inquiry, in view of the suggestions that this
big hospital was unnecessary, and that il
was folly to utilise enormous quantities of
building material and short labour on this
project at a time when such material and
labour should have been utilised elsewhere.
They are still working on it. The strueturs
is of such nature and design that I doubt
whether it is being erected as a wheat hos-
pital. I think there is something behind it,
and that is why I seek a Seleet Committee
to ascertnin what was the reason for the
erection of this strueture in that position.

I am not too certain that the appropriate
Commonwealth Ministers anthorised the com-
mencement of the work when it wag begun.
So this hoard, which says that it has not the
power to acquire a parcel of land in North
Fremantle, appears to posscss tremendous
power in other directions; and I would like
to know exactly how far the members of the
board can go and what business they are
up to. That is the reason why at this stage
of the session I ask members to bear with
me and grant me a Select Committee. I
understand that normally, when a matter of
this nature is bronght down, an adjournment
of the debate is sought and time is allowed
in which to study the guestion, so that it may
be dealt with at a subsequent sitting. But I
ask members to deal with this matter today,
in order that the Select Committee may be
appointed to make an inquiry. I submit that
there is sufficient in it to warrant inquiry,
having regard to what has transpired. In
the best interests of this State, an inquiry
should be held, and held quickly, so that we
may ascertain what has gone on, and what
in the future may transpire. Without un-
duly prolonging the debate on the motion,
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[ therefore do ask members to appreciate
the situation and to help me as far as pos-
sible. I move the motion standing in my
nome.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ have been greatly interested in the case
presented by the member for North-East
Fremantle. It is quite true that the hon.
member wrote to me some time ago inquiring
as to the arrangement that had been made,
and expressing surprise that I had granted
the facilities and made it possible for such
4 structure as the wheat hospital to be
erected in that position at this time. That is.
the part of the motion with which I am most
concerned. The other part of the motion
gues hack to the original ecomplaint of the:
hon. member, and is one that involves the
whole of the terminal proposals for the
handling of wheat at the Port of Fremantle.
Members know that within the Fremantle
Harbour Trust area there is a spot selected
--and relevant plansg have heen prepared—
for the ultimate erection of a structure to
gerve as a terminal for bulk wheat handling
at Fremantie. The site is mueh nearer the:
wmouth of the river, and nearer the entrance
to the harbour, than is that of the structure:
now towering to the sky.

Mr. Boyle: And the cost
£150,000.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:.
It is u very bhig project for a big plant, in--
tended to serve as a storage place for one-
half, or more than one half, of one harvest.
In the meantime permission has been given
from vear to year, firstly to the board to-
lease an area, some of which is on our rail-
way lands and some of which encroaches
on the Fremantle Harbour Trust property,
and some on land controlled by the Publie-
Works Department as lands of the Lands
Department snbject to lease. Several sites:
have been granted on it to permit of the
gigantic bulk-heads which have eneroached
to some extent towards the residential parts:
of North-East Fremantle. All of the ar-
rangements made in that connection have:
been the subject of negotiation betwen Bulk
Handling Ltd., the Public Works Depart-
ment, and the Lands Department, as the case:
might be, according to the situations of the-
various portions of land. But subsequently:
a proposal was put up that a strocture to-
be known as a wheat hospital, for the treat-
ment of wheat prior to shipment, should be-

was to be
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crected on an area which the Australian
“Wheat Board requested this Government to
sell to it, so that facilities would be avail-
able for the immediate erection of the build-
irg. The Government refused to sell any
lund, and resisted all approaches to sell, even
thongh it was snggested that the Australian
Wheat Board would acquire the land if we
did not grant it. What happened officially,
in brief, was this. The Government resisted
the proposal to purchase. It raised no ob-
iection to the leasing of an area upon which
this structure might be erected at some future
time, but considerable argument has en-
sued as to the rental to be eharged.

Mr. Dopev: Why do vou say “af somv
future time?” Do you mean that you were
not in favour of the erection of the strue-
ture at this time bnt might favour the work
at some future time?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The mover was advised in answer to a letter
addressed by him to me that the Govern-
ment notified the Prime Minister early last
vear that it considered the time and situa-
tion wholly inappropriate for a structure of
this nature in that position. Not merely does
it eonstitute a structure erected in the middle
of camouflaged oil tanks, but it is in direct
line with the whole of the harbour. Tt is
actually in the heart of the barbour, and in
the heart of what ultimately will be harbour
works. The Government chjected to the
Prime Minister fo those proposals, and was
notified by Bulk Handling Ltd. that that
company also regarded the present time as
inappropriate for the work, The Australian
Wheat Board—on which there are two
Western Australian members—navertheless
decided that a contract should be let,
and at the time of ouwr complaints to the
Fedoral Minister the Australian Wheat
Board was proceeding with the strueture.

Hon, N. Keenan: Who gave the board
authority to enter the land?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T do not know, It was Government land.
The whole of the official documents will show
that the Government, while not wishing te
place an obstruction in the way of the Aus-
traliann Whent Board to accommodate its
wheat, was strongly opposed to a structurs
of this nature being proceeded with at that
time. In spite of that the Australian Wheat
Fioard, acting T presume under the National
Recurity orders, proceeded with the strne-
1ure. T understand, though T am not sure,
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that Bulk Handling Ltd. had something to
do with the financing of the structure. Now
that the structure is erected we are told that
although it is not needed as a wheat hospital
it is suitable as part of a terminal that will
ultimately be erected in the harbour.

Mr. Doney: That is interesting. Can you
say, from your present knowledge of the
matter, that the structure is suited to the
purposes of o wheat hospital?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Well, it was supposed to be desighed and
erceted for that purpose

Mr. Patrick: What is a wheat hospital?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A wheat plant through which wheat that
has heen stored may he treated prior to
shipment! There is much of this business
that T know little about; but, as the Premier
and all members of Cabinet know, 1 have
had the matter before Cahinet on more than
gne oeeasion, and more reeently in connee-
tion with the adjustment of the rent to be
charged. The official papers are all there.
If the member for North-East Fremantle
had moved for the papers to be tabled, I
would have raised no objection. Becanse
of the case that he has submitted, because
of the implications and beeause of many
aspeets which T think require examination,
so far as I am econcerned—and I think I
speak for the Premier and the Government
—TI raise no objection to the appointment
of a Seleet Commiitee.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin): The
remarks of the Minister for Agriculture
bave certainly disclosed a rather pretty and
interesting little problem, It appears there
can be no two opinions about the fact that
the Western Australian Cabinet and West-
crn Australian interests have certainly been
flouted, and so T think there should be an
inquiry. In my opinion, the member for
North-Tiast Fremantle is fully justified in
seeking to probe the problem which he has
explained by the wording of his motion. He
wants a Seleet Committee. Very good! He
eertainly will get my vote towards that
eni. T sav that the people—not only the
people at Fremantle, but the whole taxpay-
ing publie of this State—are entitled to
know not only why the costly strnetures now
in conrse of erection at North-East Fre-
mantle—in a most inappropriate situation—
are heing ervected, bhut why it shonld be
necessary to erect them anywhere at all. I
believe they are entiroly unnecessary and
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that ultimately they are designed to serve
a purpose which, for the moment, iz not
being made public. The publication of the
details of this little plot—it appears to me
to be a plot of some kind, beecause cerfainly
we in this State who are entitled to know
the actual reasons for the erection of the
buildings yet do nei know—would do much
good.

The Minister for Agriculture has made it
plain that neither he nor any other member
of the Cabinet gave consent. Therefore, on
the face of it, it would appear that the
buildings should not be proceeded with un-
less their consent were given. But obviously
consent has been seeured from someone. The
Minister indicated that he helieved it came
from the Commonwealth by virtue of the
powers conferred upon the Commonwealth
Government by the National Secunrity Regu-
lations; but even so there must have heen
some pressure, I imagine, put upon Minis-
ters on the other side for the mafter to
have got as far as it has. I am inclined to
think, although I have no special advice on
the matter, that there has been over the
years influenee brought to bear by the
hagged wheat interests. I believe they have
had something to do with this matter. I
should imagine—again without knowing
anything specifically about it—that the
hagged wheat interests on the other side,
that is to say, the Dreyfus-Bunge group
and bag merchants associated with it, prob-
ebly approached the Army authorities and
secured consent from them. They, of course,
in matters of this kind, and in all matiers
in these days, are a law unto themselves.
Again I say, without knowing whether my
assumption is correet, I think it not at all
untikely that that is the group behind the
affair at Fremantle.

T take it, too, that there is all the greater
likelihood that the Army authorities have had
something to do with this, because they are
bound to have known that the structures are
bheing ereeted in a sitvation most inappro-
priate from their point of view. With their
powers it would be competent for them to
stop the building at any stage of its eon-
struction, and the fact that they have not
interfered is added evidence, I think—al-
thoueh of course not conclusive evidence. I
admit—of the faet that they had previously
given their consent to this move. It would
be interesting to know whether Messrs. Teas-
dale and Diver, who at one time were mem-
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bers of the Australian Wheat Board and who
for no sufficient reason were thrown off it—
and certainly no-one in this State or possibly
in Australia is better qualified to give an
opinion as to the need for those buildings
at Fremantle and the usefulness of a wheat
hospital—it would be interesting to know, I
repreat, whether they favoured this project.

Mr. S8eward: The Minister said it was done
against their advice.

Mr. DONEY: T did not bear the Minister
say so. It is certainly a statement that T am
inclined to credit, knowing what little 1 do
about this matter. If the wheat merchants
of the Eastern States and the bag merchants
allied with them, who, by the way, always
seek to diseredit bulk-handling, are behind
this projeet, as I imagine they are, then the
bulk-handling interests in this State will eer-
tainly be found in the opposite camp. Those
are merely a few reasons which, after I lis-
tened to the two speeches which have been
made, incline me strongly to support the
move of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle to secure the appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into the position.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle): I support
the motion. I have every sympathy for the
people at North Fremantle who have been
driven out of their homes by the dost, the
weevils and the moths that have been intro-
duced there as the result of the erection of
the silos, The dust is harmful not only to
the men, but also to the women and children.
I do not know whether this is news to the
farming community, but we had the dust
analvsed at one time and the analysis dis-
closed a fair quantity of siliea in it. Siliea
is the dust that works so much bhavoc among
the miners on the goldfields. At the time
we had the analysis made, we were trying
to get extra payment for the men handling
the wheat; but it was considered that the
quantity of siliea in the dust was insufficient
to do any considerable harm. At the same
time, the fact remains that there is silien
in the dust, that the dust is breathed by
women and children all day and that this
must have injurious effects upon their health.
I know quite a number of men working on
the waterfrout who have erected homes at
North Fremantle with a view to saving tram
fares. They have made these homes their
own and lived in them wuntil it was impos-
sible for them to do so any longer. I do
not know whether this matter is too insig-
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nificant for the Commonwealth Government
to deal with, That Government has large
problems to handle at present, and pos-
sibly an amount of £12,000 is too insignifi-
cant to clair its attention. But the matter
is of vital importance to the workmen con-
cerned, who, after a long period of time,
have heen able to secure homes of their
own. At the time we made the claim for
extra payment to which I have referred, the
wheal came to the port in bags and cvery-
thing was in good order. There was no dust
at all.

With the advent of bulk-bandling it is a
different. thing altogether. I draw attention
to the faet that some time ago a Bill was
introduced into this Honse—and I think
Bulk Handling Ltd. had something to do
with it—for the building of a silo on the
waterfront on Harbour Trust property. That
Bill was opposed by members opposite and
also by members representing the Fremantle
district, particularly on the ground that we
did not want another authority operating on
the waterfront. We considered that the Har-
bour Trust was quite capable of doing all
the work on the waterfront as far as wheat
handling was concerned. It seems incred-
ible that the military authorities shonld
allow & high structure like that to be erected
at present. That was started at a time when
a Japanese invasion of Western Australia
was imminent, and I do not know of any
better landmark that eould be erected to be
a guide to a hostile force invading Western
Australia than a big edifice like that, right
up against the harbour, against the oil
tanks and against something that we could
ill afford to lose—the shipping in the Fre-
mantle harbour, where 70 or 80 ships are to
be found at a time. I cannot understand
the military authorities giving permission
for the erection of that shelier. For those
reasons and in order to find out why permis-
sion was given to the Australian Wheat
Board to build that edifice, I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

MRB. BOYLE (Avon): I support the
motion. I had in mind the arguments used
by the member for South Fremantle, and
I remember when the Terminal Elevators
Bill came down as a Government measure.
Tt was opposed by many members of this
House on varying grounds. I recall that the
Fremantle members opposed it mainly on
the ground of its interference with the Har-
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bour Trust, a constituted authority in
charge of Fremantle Harbour operations.
The Bill sought to establish an over-riding
authority at Fremantle. JMembers on this
side of the House opposed the measure
mainly beecause the Government proposed to
spend £350,000 on terminal elevators at Fre-
mantle and put the whole cost on the wheat-
growers of the State by way of charges on
the wheat, which is exactly what is being
done now by the Australian Wheat Board.
That board has over-ridden the State auth-
ority, as was mentioned by the Minister.
The member for North-East Fremantle said
that it over-rode the Western Australian
representatives on the Australian Wheat
Board and there has been established—even
if the cost is only £12,000—in this so-called
wheat hospital a permanent centre which
may mean the upsetting of all the consid- .
ered State plans for the future loading of
wheat on the North Wharf,

These jobs have a habit of upsetting the
pre-arranged scheme of things. This scheme
goes to show the lack of co-ordination be-
tween the Commonwealth and State authori-
ties. If an inquiry will adduce evidence to
show the worst feature of that over-riding
authority alone, it will do good; but I fore-
sec diffienlties, Select Committees have no-
power (o compel attendance from authori-
ties outside the State, and the hon. member
will strike the trouble we have struck in
one or two select Committees in conneetion
with which local firms have refused o give
information because their head offices were
located outside the State. I do not know
whether the Australian Wheat Board will
shelter behind anything of that sort, hut
members on these benches know that every
last penny piece will come out of the wheat
proceeds for any of these works, If the
Select Committee does nothing else than
prove facts of that sort and the over-riding
of the State authority, it will have my
approbation and any assistance 1 can give
it.

Question put and passea.

Select Committee Appointed.

Ballot taken and a Select Committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Doney, Fox,
Patrick, Triat and the mover, with power
to eall for persons and papers, to sit on
days over which the House stands adjourned,
and to move from place to place; to report
on the 24th February.
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MOTION—POST-WAR RECONSTRUC-
TION.

To Imguire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 18th November
on the following motion by Mr, Watts:—

That a Seclect Committee be appointed to
inquire into, and sobmit proposals for, post-
war reconstruction in Western Australia, with
particular reference to ways and means of
Securing a greater measure of equality of
opportunity, and the best possible standard of
living for all the people, with continuity of
<employment, and the necessary increase in the
State’s population, and as means of attaining
those objeetives to comsider—

(n) the possibilities of land settlement as a
means of repatriation;

(b) the reshaping of agricultural policy so
as to offer prospects of success to
those engaged in rural indnstry;

{¢) the fostering of secondary industries so
ag to make the best use of the State’s
raw materials, and provide employ-

ment;

(d) the desirability of appointing a Minis-

ter for Reconstruction;

(e) any other proposals considered helpful.
10 which an amendment had been moved by
Mr. Berry as follows—

That all the words after ‘‘into’’ in line 2
be struck out and the following words: ¢‘the
desirability of appointing a Minister for post-
war reconstruction and all problems pertaining
therete’’ inserted in liem.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly—on amengd-
ment) [4.4]: This seems to he going back
into ancient history, as it is so lomg since
the motion was before the House. How-
-ever, members have heard it read, and to
the motion the member for Irwin-Moore,
when speaking to it some time about the
rtiddle of November, moved an amendment
‘to strike out all the words after “into” in
the second line and to insert other words.
Under his proposal, the motion would then
read-—

That a Seleet Committee be appointed to
-inquire into the desirability of appointing a
Minister for post-war reconstruction and all
‘problems pertaining thercto.

When the hon. member moved that amend-
ment, he gave as his reason the fact that
the House would, in the ordinary course
of events, be adjourned nf the end of the
‘session, which would oeecur within a week
or so0 of when he spoke, and consequently
there would be no time for a Seleet Com-
mittee to go into the many and important
matters included in the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition. There are
no grounds for these fears, because it is
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well known that if a Beleet Committee is
not able to complete its duties at the time
of the adjournment of the House, it can
be converted into an honorary Royal Com-
mission and continue to carry out its duties
while the House is in recess. His ground
for moving his amendment, therefore, en-
tirely disappears. He stated that, in his
opinion, the desirability of the motion was
not in question. He added, however, that
in view of the many aspeets and important
matters to be included in it, there was not
sufficient time and he then proceeded to move
to amend the motion.

I cannot see any useful object to be
achieved by appointing a Select Committee
to inquire into the question of appeinting a
Minister for post-war reconstruetion.  If
there is to be a Seleet Committee for post-
war reconstraction, it would be better for
that committee to deal with the question and
make the information available, for instance,
{o the Minister for Lands in his position as
chairman of the Rural Commission. Such
a committee would be a valuable adjunet to
him; but to appoint a Select Committee to
inquire into the desirability of appointing
a Minister for post-war reconstruction would
only be wasting the time of the committee.
Tt is the duty of the Government to deter-
mine whether sueh a Minister should be
appointed. Of course, I am not allowed to
debate the merits of the motion; otherwise
I might give some reasons for its desir-
ability. The hon, member probably moved
his amendment hastily and perhaps had not
really grasped its signifieance.

THE MINISTER TFOR LANDS (on
amendment) : The amendment moved by the
member for Irwin-Moora does not, in my
opinion, make sense. As has heen pointed
out by the member for Pingelly, if thiz
amendment is agreed to it will mean that
this House is asked to appoint a Select Com-
mittee to inquire into the desirability of
appointing a Minister to deal specifieally
with post-war reconstruetion. There is no
need for a Seleet Committee either to con-
sider the matter or make a detision upon ik.
As most mambers are aware, for some time
past the Government has had committeea
that were appointed departmentally, consid-
ering many phases of post-war reconstrue-
tion. For example, there is the committee
appointed to deal with the housing problem
in the light of possible post-war needs.
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The Premier: And the public is repre-
sented oo that and other committees,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, that
is so. There is the committee on publie
works, while there are other committees
dealing with land and agrieulture, Another
committee is considering education matters
and the development particularly of techni-
cal education. To these latter committees
representatives of the public have ben ap-
pointed. In the cireumstances it is quite un-
necessary to suggest the consideration of
whether a special Minister should be ap-
pointed, or that a Seleet Committee should
be set up to inquire into such a proposition.
As a matter of faet, I am sure that in his
many statements dealing with post-war mat-
ters, the Premier has mentioned thal upuu
the Minister for Industrial Development had
been placed the responsibility of co-ordinat-
ing the work of the committees inquiring
into post-war problems. Thus the work
npon which all these various commitiees are
engaged will, under one Ministerial contrel,
not be allowed to overlap, but their efforts
will be interwoven. There is no sense what-
ever in the amendment, and, with the mem-
ber for Pingelly, I oppose it.

Amendment put and negatived.

THE MINISTER TFOR LANDS: The
subject dealt with in the metion 15 one
that could be discussed at great length and
from many angles. In these days in the
midst of the turmoil of war we find in eom-
mon use the words ‘“rehabilitation™ and “re-
eonstruetion.” It seems to me that the use
of those words, as applied in a general sense,
is inappropriate. In a striet sense the
meaning of the word “reconstruction™ is to
construet again, or to remodel something that
has been destroyed or something that needs
reconstruetion in part or as a whele.

Mr. Patrick: That could be applied tu
Europe ali right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To apply
it in the cireumstances that obtain in Aus-
tralia to our primary, secondary and tertiary
industries, is not at all appropriate. In
addition to what is generally referred to as
“yeconstruction,” there will need to be much
fresh construction, much initiation of indus-
try and much re-establishment of persons in
industries. That applies not merely to the
primary industries but to our secondary in-
dustries as well. Surely it is not seriously
held that industries that bave suffered in
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consequence of the wayr are only those to
which reconstruction eonsiderations shall
apply. OFf course that is not so. The word,
as used in an Awstralian sense, means the
re-establishment and advancement of indus-
try generally. The terms of the motion sug-
gest that in Tespect of any inguiry to be
made by a committee to be appointed to deul
with post-war reconstruction in Western
Australia, particular attention should be
given to certain specifie aspects. The first
refers to the possibilities of land settlement
as a means of repatriation.

Members arve aware of the experience dur-
ing the poat-war period following the 1914-18
confliet respecting the endeavours made to
promote, by the repatriation of soldiers, new
settlements in different parts of Australia.
They know of the very sad experiences of
numbers of those people. They are
aware of the sad experiences of all
States involved in soldier settlement
schemes. Not many years ago Mr.
Justice Pike was asked to report on soldier
settlement and he made a very close examin-
ation of the problem on an Australia-wide
basis. It is interesting to note that of the
250,000 returned soldiers from the 1914-18
war, 37,000 were placed on the land by vart-
ous land settlement authorities. Some of
those settlers after occapying properties for
some time Jeft their holdings considarably
involved in debt. In some States the loss
per head of the remaining settlers ap-
proached £2,000, and in some instances it
was found that the cost per settler was about
£4,000.

Mr. Bavle: Per soldier?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
Unfortunately, very few of the soldier
settlers had to diselose any qualification or
experience in land matters apart from the
fact that they were returned soldiers. Mr.
Justice Pike made some very pertinent com-
ments on that point as a guoide respecting
future settlements that might possibly be
eontemplated.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I pointed all that
out at the time in opposing the scheme,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : On exam-
ination of the subject it will he found
that in every State land was ac-
quired for subdivision for sale to Tte-
turned soldiers. On an Australia-wide
hasis 81 per cent. of the total land utilised
for soldier settlement purposes consisted of
Crown lands and the other 19 per cent.
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proved to be very eostly propositions. In
Western Australia, although the loss per
head was much less than in most of the other
States—as a matter of fact, the cost was
one-third of what it was in some parts—econ-
siderable expenditure was incurred on land
settlement, even on zyepurchased estates.
Therefore the first point in the motion which
visualises the possibility of land settlement
as a means of repatriation requires not
merely the examination of any suggested
project in this State, but an intensive ex-
amination of such schemes as applying to
every other State. It would be very interest-
ing to know, regarding all the States, not
merely the original number of settlers es-
{ablished on farms but also the types of
farms wpon which they were established and
just where the weaknesses occurred, whether
in any particular industry or branch of in-
dustry in rural life, or whether in the main
the failures were due to unsuitable land or
to an overburden of debt. Mr. Justice Pike,
in his report, made a very strong point of
the fact that few of these men had any
equity in the property at the commence-
ment of their oecupation, but even had a
debt in exeess of the value of tke land ang
the improvements combined. The excess
debt was represented by machinery and
other things not permanent improvements,
and also sustenance payments to them in the
initial stages,

So those men commenced their operations
on lands that were of inflated value, that
were purchased in excess of the value im-
mediately prior to these aetivities of the
Government, and, after suhdivision, were
sold very often to the soldiers at a price
in excess of the purchase price. Under that
scheme it could hardly be otherwise, but 1
raise these points simply as an illustration of
the very big task that confronts anyone pro-
pounding a schem@ for the repatriation of
soldiers after the present war on a basis
that must be much more sound than the last
scheme. It will be essential, therefore, in
the case of soldier seftlement, to scrutinise
in great detail very many aspects of indus-
try in every State of the Commonweaith.
Historically, much valuable information will
he gleaned from departmental sources in
every State to show upon whieh kind of land
in which kind of industry these settlers still
remain.

‘What was the position regarding ad-
vances? At what stage did they begin to
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show promise? Tt is estimated that soldier
settlement alone as a basis of land settle-
ment in Australia after the 1914-18 war
cost over £23,000,000. This is the figure that
was produced in 1930 by Mr. Justice Pike.
In Western Australia 1 believe that the total
number of settlers remaining was approxi-
mately 2,000 and the debt about £9,000,000.
So it is a matter reguiring the closest
serutiny on an Australia-wide basis. In
one State particular favour was shown to
the dried fruits industry. Of all the irriga-
tion settlements in Australia, that is one of
the few showing any signs of success. There
are manv irrigation projeets in Australia,
but the soldier settlement in the dried fruit
industry has been one of the most hopeful.
In any future scheme for the repatriation of
soldiers for the purposes of reconstruction,
evidence must be carefully collected as to
the prospect of the particular industry in
which these people are to be placed.

But there is move than that involved.
Sinee it has been publicly announced that the
greatest responsibility I have ever accepted
has been given to me—that is, to be chair-
man of a Royal Commission to inquire into
Australia’s post-war rural activity, recon-
struetion and future development—I have
had nnny suggestions. Some of them have
heen peculiar suggestions, some of them very
good. I may be pardoned for illustrating
low peealair some of them have been, The
following is an extraet from a letter that
came to me from the Bruee Rock distriet:—

Will you consider human feeling in your
post-war reconstruetion of farming plans?
Here iz a snggestion whieh you might treat
as one to help the greedy farmer get a little
more. Get a mob of lads (any breed) and
castrate them, That should give your farmers
a docile mab, ease the burden of the farmer’s
wife, and allow her to have her own home.
Castrated men are what farmers need, some
that just eat, work and perhaps sleep.

That is one peeuliar type of letter; there
have heen many peculiar suggestions. Good-
ness knows how one could elassify the mind,
the desperate condilions or the peculiar eir-
cumstances of the writer of the letter T have
quoted! "There are so many aspects of the
prablem that T should like to outline the
wide hasis on which the question of rural
reconstruction, in my view, shonld be
examined, hearing in mind that the Common-
wealth Treasurer, Mr. Chifley, has been ap-
pointed Minister for Reconstruetion gener-
ally. He is appointing commissions to deal
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not merely with rural problems but also with
questions of housing, public works and other
matters. Without prejudice to the gener-
ality applying to the rural problem, I will
tecite some of the things that the Rural
Commission may be charged to investigate.
We may have to investigate and report upon
the following:—

(n) Conservation and development of
natural resources including public works such
as irrigation and works associated with agri-
cultural development;

(b) Land utilisation and settlement,
whether the land be held privately or by the
Crown;

{c) The prospeets of the absorption of
discharged nnd demobilised members of the
Armed Forces in primary industries;

(d) The improvement of the welfare,
amenities and standard of living of farmers
and rural workers;

(e) Likely post-war markets for primary
products and the bearing of these upon cur-
rent agricultural policy;

(f) The re-adaptation of primary indus-
tries eatablished or expanded for war pur-
poses;

(g) The disposal of surplus or superabund-
ant agricultural produets with advantage to
the community and without detriment to the
producers.

Here is something that will interesf the
moemher for Swan—

(h) The functions of wartime boards, com-
mitteea and the like concerned with the or-
ganisatien of primary preductien and the
marketing and distribution of primary pro-
duects, with particular reference to the transi-
tion from a wartime te a peace economy;

(i) The economie reconstruction of mar-

ginal or depressed rural areas or primary in-
dustries.
Those are some of the problems distinctly
applving to Australia’s agrienltural futnre,
and involved in an investigation of those
points are others. Some of the others might
be an inguiry into {he difficulties that Aus-
tralian tariff policy imposes hoth upon the
primary producers as individuals, and upon
States in formulating and eiving effeet to
land settlement schemes,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: A full-time job,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
answer to that remark is that there ave very
many men in this Chamber and in this State
who eould, in a very short time—T would
say within two or three months-—put for-
ward a poliecy or a plan which could bhe
given effect to within this State. But they
would be hindered and restricted by the very
nature of the inquiry they were to make.
They would he limited, if their plan was to
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be sound, by the future anticipated sound-
ness of all Australia’s agrienltural and rural
outlook. But I realise that if the appoint-
ment of the Rural Reconstruction Commis-
sion by the Commonwealth on an Australia-
wide basis means anything, it means that the
persons eoncerned are charged with a very
grave responsibility, and that they must not
sidestep that responsibility in putting for-
ward a plan which will only be short-term,
of short duration, and merely curing im-
mediate ills. If the thing is to be done on
an Australia-wide basis, I venture to say
that such matters as the tariff, even in spite
of, perhaps because of, reports such as that
made by Professor Giblin, must he sub-
jected to the closest scrutiny in applying
whatever was recommended in that case to
Australia’s agricultural industry.

Involved, too, in Ausiralia’s future de-
velopment and its reconstruection is what
has happened during the last six months in
America and in England, and has been en-
dorsed by Australia’s representatives, in re-
gard to trade treaties—a highly important
matter. In respect of one commodity alone,
wheat, a plan has been formulaied and
agreed to in Washington, as the memher for
Guildford-Midland knows, which would
have & highly important bearing on the
future of wheat in Western Australia if that
agreement is to stand in the post-war period.
There is also the question, as has been sug-
gested, 1 may say, by the Director of Post-
War Reconstruction, Dy. Coombs, that the
Australian Rural Reconstruetion Commis-
sion will be asked to investigate; and that is
the effect of bounties or subsidies in the
past on agrieultural industry. Those are
merely some of the problems, but added to
those must be an examination of the farm-
ors' debhts problem. Although T have from
time to time found that members of the
party sitting opposite have sharply dif-
fered from me regarding matters of admin-
istration, there is only one approach to this
subject, and that is an approach with an
open mind, without set views, but with the
earnest desire first to formulate a plan which
shall be the basis of the ingquiry, When that
has been decided, it will not take very long
to complete an Austratia-wide inquiry pro-
gressing simultaneously from many aspecta
being investigated in all the States.

Onee that is set in motion, once the basis
and the seope are decided, it will certainly
be o matter readily proceeded with from
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many angles inquired into at the same time.
I give that as an illustration of what, in my
view, must be invelved in an inquiry into
Australia’s agricultural future; and while I
recognise that all State departments have
in their possession vast amounts of infor-
mation that will be necessary, useful and
applicable, . the problem c¢annot be ap-
proached from one State only, nor by the
initiation of & settled plan for the develop-
ment of one State only. So I may hope
that from the Commonwealth Rural Recon-
struction Commission there will possibly
emerge a plan which wounld have a very big
effect not merely on the whole of Australia
but in particular something more promising
than Western Australia’s agricultural his-
tory has so far given to this State. This
mation deals with the re-shaping of agrienl-
toral policy so as to offer prospeets of sue-
cess to those engaged in rural industry. It
specifically mcans and refers to, it states,
those engaged in rural industry in Western
Australia.

I thiok it quite possible that when this
subjeet is closely analysed, it will be found
that Australia’s penetration into areas for
agricultural development has in many in-
stances proceeded unwisely. 1 do not say
that with any feeling of eriticism of this
land of my birth, becanse I think one of the
great needs for Australians is to realise, not
from the eriticism of other people of our
empty lands what we should do with them,
bui from their own knowledge and obser-
vation what is the total produectiveness of
this continent of ours, what ave its limita-
tions as well as its prospeets, what areas
can be rnled out altogether from considera-
tion as possible areas of even poor pastoral
accupation. We have heard mueh of the
prospects of irvigation settlements in the
Tropics and of agrieultural settlements ir
the Tropics. In spite of our short history
agriculturally, we have very mueh evidence
of the degree of eaution neeessary in ap-
proaching projeets within our Tropies. Wao
have the expericnees of Queensland, where
__tremendous swmns have heen spent on irriga-
tion settlements within 40-inch rainfalls, I
speak of such projeets as the Dawson Valley
irrigation settlement, in connection with
which booklets were specially prepared and
issned to induce settlers to go to this land
flowing with milk and honey, where in spite
of being within a 40-inch rainfall the loss
per settler so far has exceeded £4,000.
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Then we get to the case of the areas
north of Tewnsville, adjacent to a 100-inch
rainfall, where sugar is grown nuader irriga-
tion—the outstanding irvigation project of
Australia eounted in financial terms. The
dry months in that region are such as to
warrant irrigation. When we have behind
us even in this short history of Australia
such examples as present themselves, the
tacts ave marshalled ready for us. They do
give an indication of how very carefully we
must approach the subject of projects where
rainfall limits are such that seven dry months
are experienced in one year. The possibility
of settlement within the Tropies, even with
irvigation, is a subjeet for intense study and
serutiny; but I think that, with the close
collaboration of engineers and of speecialists
in rural development, something will emerge
if the matter is approached and tackled, bat
not with merely the idea of giving some
panacea to our present farmers and ladling
out some hope for future farmers and giv-
ing our soldiers an answer to some of the
promises made to them, Much more than
that is required. This matter should, 1
think, speaking in an agricoltural scuse, be
examined with great thoroughness. It would
not he well for us to maddle along in the
future, as has been the experience of much
agriculture in the past, Noa-one wonld wish
that.

I have had to listen in this Chamber to
mich eriticism of my adwministration beeause
of the desire to get as much money as pos-
sible to recoup some of the farmers’ debts
and their liahilities to the Treasurv: and,
although it eannot he said that all of Western
Australia’s agrieulture is in a pitiable con-
dition, that all of it is had, and that there are
no prosperous farmers, it can he said that
the financial strmetare of farmers in this
State must be examined not only from the
point of view of this State and its experi-
ences and anticipations, but also from the
point of view of Anstralia as a whola. Tt
is an Australia-wide problem. The Select
Committee which it is soughf to have ap-
pointed is, a¢eording to the motion, to inguire
into very many matters, ineluding not only
agrienlture, hut the fostering of secondary
industries. the desirability of appointing a
Minister for reeonstruetion and other ques-
tions which might be considered helpful. Tf
I thonght that the proposed eommittee
could tabulate something not within the de-
partmental scope, that it could obtain evi-
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denee that would be a guide as weli for the
State ax for the Commonwealth, I would
support it. But I think that, concurrently
with the Commonwealth inquiry, each of the
States will have Government representatives
actively assoviating themselves with recon-
straetion problems of all kinds.

I would not like to think that the opera-
tiuns of a Seleet Committee in this State
would hamper the activities of those who
were prosecuting inquiries in  partienlar
directions, nor would I like to think that
there would be any hampering of the getting
together of information so necessary to be
dovetailed into a ecomplete scheme. I quite
realise this point, that there would be in
districts, whether at Denmark or Frankland
River, at Mt. Barker or Xunnunoppin,
people with views of their own as regards
their particular distriets. At the same time,
T think much of the information which a
Sclect Committee of this type would obtain
would be, within its restricted charter, also
ohtained more simply by a proper approach
to the subject in a standard way threughout
Australia. I could detain the House for a
long time in giving a historical background
to Ausiralia’s agriculture, its many past mis.
takes, its many sad experiences in individual
settlements, but I do not wish to weary mem-
bers with those subjects. I have endea-
voured to give a brief outline of the
enormity of this task. Tt has been said
that it will be a full-time job. If it is
tackled honestly and whole-heartedly, it
will certainly tax the capacity of every
member of the Roval Commission.

I realise my own limitations, but I am
indeed proud to be associated with those who
will sit with me as eo-members of that Royal
Commission. I hope there will emerge from
it not mercly a partial plan, or a plan deal-
ing with some aspects only, but a plan that
will bring within its cirele and have con-
sidered within its scope all those things that
have a heneficial or detrimental efiect on
Australia’s rural life, I say that if it does
mean terrific expense to reconstruet and
rehahilitnte our existing agriculture, what-
ever is neeessary will have to be faced. I
hope that if it means industries established
in wartime as war industries can be fonnd
a place in the economic structure of this
Commrnwealth in peacetime, if that ean be
economiecally done, these induostries should
be permanentlv with us. But, ahove all, T
hope that in spite of my going from West-
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ern Australia to help to do this national
task, there will be henefits aceruing to the
whole of Australia and partieularly to West-
ern Australia,

Members: Hear, hear!

MR. McDONALD {West ’erth): In con-
tributing some brief remarks to this matter,
my brevity is not oceasioned by any want
of appreciation of the importance of the
motion awl this subjeet. I have listened
with intevest to the contribution of the Min-
ister for Lands and am in agreement with
the greater part of what he said; in fact,
with almast all, except in his oppusttion lo
the appointment of this Scleet Commitice.
The Minister commenced by referring {o the
word “reconstruction.” I agree with him
that it is not a very apt word. There are
other words that could he used perhaps move
aptly though not perbaps with complete
satisfaction. We might say “post-war de-
velopment” or, as the Minister said, “post-
war advancement,” or more simply “post-
war progress.” Buf the words “post-war
reconstruction” have the imprimatur of
Dr. Evatt in his Commonwealth Powers Bill,
and therefore we are justified in regarding
them as something which has a meaning of
very great importance. I look upon this
committee, if appointed by the House, as
one which should be in session in some form
cr another right up to the time of peace, and
which should officiate as a permanent stand-
ing committee of the members of thiz= Cham-
ber: and I do not regard it as beinz in any
way opposed or hostile to any other com-
mittee whether departmental or appointed
by the Commonwealth, or any other expert
inquiry that mav be set up.

I would regard a committee of this House
ns rather supplementary. It would be a
committec that would hear from time to
time what was published or said by those
other committees, Tt would give their ex-
pressions of opinion a local application and
not only could it express its own ideas to
this Parliament and to the Commonwealih
Parliament and the public at large, but it
would also be a ehannel through which could
he conveyed to any other Commonwealth or
departmental or expert enmmittee dealing
with post-war problems the position as it
anpears to the seleeted members of this
Chambher representing the State of Western
Avstralia. T think that inadvertently and
without his usual felicitv of expression the
Minister nsed the word “hamper.” He said
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that this committee might possibly hamper
another inguiry. It would be a very sad
state of affairs if the Legistature of this
State in any activity of its members could
be looked upon as hampering departmental
commiftees, Departmental committees are
under the supreme direction of the Legisla-
ture, and if the members of this House are
to accept a subordinate position to the de-
partmental officers of the State—while giv-
ing them every credit for expert knowledge
—then we have parted with almost all the
responsibility whieh should be ours.

Let me take the question of the settlement
of land by returnecd soldiers. We all appre-
ciate the diffienlties involved in this in the
light of past experience, but from my
knowledge of the position I regard it as a
matter of no small importance to this State
that we should be concarned, 'not necessarily
with developing our land scttlement, but with
retuining sueh land settlement as wz now
possess. There are many people who leok
to the returned soldiers as virtnally the only
means by which we may maintain many of
our primary industries in their existing state.
Tt is a matter to my mind of very great im-
portance that we should have plans in this
State to ensure that if we are to depend
Jargely upon returned soldiers for maintain-
ing many of our primary industries in theiv
existing condition, we should have plans
made to ensure that the entry of refurned
soldiers into those industries will be on reas-
onable eonditions and as far as possible
free from anv disaster to themselves or fo
the State. That aspeet alone, merely the
aspect of the conservation of many of our
primary industries, is a matter almost of life
and death to the cconomy of this State.

For a tong time the Commonwealth Par-
liament has had a committee of its own mem-
hirs on post-war reconstruction, and I am
not prepared to admit the inferiority of our
own members to deal with this important
matter as compared with the mental status
of memhors of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. Tt will be the duty of the Minister,
in the position he is about to ocenpy, to regard
the Inrge responsibilities he undertakes from
a nation-wide point of view. I know he will
do that. T know our State will shara the
henefit of the whole of Australia by the
ahility he will bring to bear in his new
position; but he will he primarily and pro-
perly concerned to look at this matter from
an Australia-wide point of view, and in all
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these inguiries—mainly set up through Com-
monwealth instrumentality—regarding post-
wer conditions, this State needs to exereise
unceasing vigilance. Unless we do Lhat our
interests will be apt to be overlooked. We
do not know whether the period following
the war will vepresent days of great danger
to this State or whether it will be a time of
opportunity; but whichever it turns out to
be this State will need to be thoroughly
alive to every opportunity to advanece its
own interests, and I ean think of no more
appropriate body to watch the legitimate in-
terests of onr State than a committee of the
members of this Assembly sitting for as long
as it may be needed up to and after the
period of peace, serutinising all that is said
by the expert and responsible tribunals that
may be set up by the Commonwealth or
departments and ready at all times to speak
on hehalf of the people of this State, and at
all times open to be a channel through
which any representatives of the people of
this State ean bhe given considerable ex-
pression and their ideas conveyed to the
Government concerned, or to the wvarious
tribunals that may he engaged in various
aspects of this inguiry.

Tt is said we have lost in the last year or
two 5,000 of our skilled workers to the
Eastern States. It needs no vision at all on
the part of anybody to realise that the vast
industrial developinent of the central States
may be such that after the war they will
represent a very great attraction to all people
with enterpri<e and who desive to advaner
themselves, and n very great attraction to
many of the younger people in Western
Australia. If we are not able to present a
picture that will hear some comparison to
that presented by Victoria and New South
Wales, our 1ot may not he so promising. §
do not think it need be otherwise than bright
if we are sufficiently vigilant to look out for
our own inferests.

I do not think we conld have any body
that could more properly undertake part of
this duty than a committee of members of
this House and, in faet, it wonld scem to me
a grave reflection on the utility of this Par-
Hament if, in the most important problem,
the most critical problem in which we can
Play a part, we have not sufficient initiative
and interest to have a eommittee of our own
lo protect and advance the interests of the
State. I wholeheartedly support the ap-
pointment of a committee, I think its
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charter should Le as wide as it possibly
can he. It should cover all the matters men-
tioned by the Minister in his informative
speech, and it should eover the possibility
of alterations in our Constitution whiech may
be designed to give this State protection
from the eompetition of the stronger States.
In fact, it should comprehend every means
by which this State’s legitimate interests
may be protected and its foture in the
economy of Awstralia safeguarded.

MR. BOYLE {Avon): When listening to
the Minister for Lands I was reminded of
one of Charles Dickens's writings, namely,
that the problem of polities comprises within
itself a study of no inconsiderable magni-
tude. The word “agriculture” could be sub-
stituted for “polities” with profit. The
Minister very properly outlined the many
difficulties entailed in any scheme of recon-
struction. I prefer the word “reconstrue-
tion” beecause we will be charged with re-
storing the position as we know it today, and
we will have something to work on. The
term “post-war development” is to my mind
wide of the mark. The Minister, in bis com-
prehensive speech, pointed out that this is
not merely a State problem or an Australian
problem, but is a world-wide one and bas
been accepted as sueh hy people who have
given the subject any thought.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The world has ac-
cepted ‘‘reconstruction” as the word.

Mr. BOYLE: Tt has because the condi-
tion of the world hefore the war was, as
Douglas Reed has said, ‘‘nothing but an
armistice from the last war.” In his book
“A Prophet at Home” published last year
he referred to the fact that this is not world
war number two, but a continuation of the
1914-18 war. It is a continuation of that
war largely hecause the then vieforious allied
pafions did not make proper provision for
reconstructing the werld. That the world
was not reconstructed was evidenced by Ger-
many being gahle, with impunity, in 1933
to move troops into the Ruhr aud tear up the
Treaty of Versailles. If the Commonwealth
Powers Bill is carried—and we will assume
that it will he—there will be plenty for
memhers of this House to do in connection
with reeonstruetion work.

Our normal functions will be largely taken
from us, and I cannot understand why the
“finister for Lands should oppose the ap-
pointment of a ecommittee of this sort. Its
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terms were clearly laid down by the Leader
of the Opposition. One ean only take the
position as it is in the world today to show
that peoples and nations are already stndy-
ing the problem of reconstruction. A Fed-
eral eommission for rural reconstruction has
already been appointed. OQuyr Minister for
Lands will be chairman of that eommission,
and what eould be more helpful to him than
a Select Committee of this House, consist-
ing of members from all Parties, examining
the changing positions in the agricultural
indastry 7 The Minister referred at length
to our experiences after the last war. One
need only travel through oor agrienltural
distriets to find that other problems have now
been super-imposed. I mention the grass-
hoppers and rabbits whieh in 1918, 1919 and
1920 did pot constitute the pest they do to-
day.

The Minister has referred to the seeured
debts position. We have repeatedly asked
the Government to deal with that position as
it affeets this State. I am glad to see that
the Minister now considers it to be of para-
mount importanee. The farmers on the land
today rank next to the men coming back
from this war in their need for considera-
tion. They need reconstruetion and there
are thousands of them. In our wheathelt
alone there are, I suppose, 8,000 to 9,000
farmers. A committee such as the one sug-
gested could do no harm. Whatever it did
would be all to the good. If its members
were inexperienced I could understand op-
position being raised, hot surely this House
would not put on such a Select Committee
members who have not already proven them-
selves ns investigators in this field.

The Premier: They are widely different
subjects, A man is not an expert in seeond-
ary industries and at the same time an agri-
eulturist.

Mr. BOYLE: I agree with the Premier to
some extent, but why not mix the commit-
tee? There are men on the ather side of the
House who are experts in secondary indus-
trial organisation and so forth. We are not
asking for a Seleet Committiee of agrieultur-
ists. As the member for Pingelly sugoests,
it wounld be eollecting evidence.

The Premier: In the maze of the whole
inguiry you would do nothing useful. Why
not concentrate on something that ean be
done?

Mr. BOYLE: I do not agree,
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The Premier: Would you have a mining
man on it to deal with the raw materials
yuestion? It is too wide and big in its scope.

Mr. BOYLE: The Premier can amend it
if he wishes. That is a vastly different
thing from opposing it absolutely and throw-
ing it out. I would be prepared to con-
sider any amendment of the type suggested
by the Premier. The Minister for Lands
referred to the world wheat position, and we
have heard a good deal about it. In my
opinion there is no room for pessimism in
that regard. One of the staple industries
of this State is wheat, and in the heyday
of wheatgrowing 58 per cent. of the total
value of exporis of the States consisted of
wheat. Ineluded in those exports were gold,
wool and all other products. We can be re-
stored to that position. It is simply a ques-
tion of distribution and markets. The Argen-
tine, Australia, Canada, the United King-
dom and the U.8.A. have agreed to a memor-
andumn on wheat production and distribu-
tion which represents the conclusion of
efforts that have extended over a decade.

In 1932, coincidently enough, I interested
myself in the world-wide control and distri-
bution of wheat. On several occasions I in-
terviewed Senor Bidone, Consul General in
Australia, for the Argentine. I was in touch
with the United Farmers’ Association of
Alberta, the greatest wheatgrowing State in
Canada. I was also in contact with the British
Farmers’ Union in England. That Union
pointed out that England was an importing
natton and, shortly after, the priee of wheat
therc was fised on a satisfactory hasis.
Senor Bidone told me that the Argentine was
only too willing to enter into any agree-
ment reasonable to the Argentine, The mem-
her for Greenough interjects that his country
broke the agreement once. If it did I have
no recollection of it.

The Premier: Tt sold its wheat at a lesser
price than was agreed upon.

Mr. BOYLE: Why is a dishonourable
nation like that ineluded in the working
parties to the memorandum?

The Premier: They were let off under the
First Offenders’ Act!

Mr. BOYLE: Perhaps, in accordance with
that suggestion, that eountry hax heen given
another chance: but the faet remains that we
must accept that eountry as a co-partner
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in this wheat agrecment. We find the follow-
ing included in the memorandum:—
Adoption of national ond international
policies aimed at increasing international
trade in wheat.
That is one of the reasons why I supported
in the Commonwealth Powers Bill the pro-
vision regarding organised marketing, which
implies the regulntion of international trade
and the proper distribution of world pro-
ducts. Surely that is a function of the Com-
monwealth Government! As has been al-
ready pointed out, the proper exercise of
such a scheme ean only be undertaken by
the central authorily in Awustralia—the Com-
monwealth Government. Then the memoran-
dum eontains the following provizion—
Adjustment of production in aceordance
with consumer demand so as to prevent the
accumulation of excessive stocks.
Those of us who have studied the wheat posi-
tion know that the average normal disap-
pearance of wheat throughout the world, ex-
cluding Russia, is 12,000,000 bushels per
day, or 84,000,000 bushels a week, represent-
ing 4,200,000,000 bushels a year. In Lis
hooklet Dr. Ewvatt, the Federal Attorpey
General, points out that today in the four
exporting eountries party to the agreement
—of course, Great Britoin is also included
as a contracting party—there is an accumn-
lation of 1,375,000,000 bushels of wheat.
When we consider that the normal average
consumption in the world—exeluding Russia
—was over 4,200,000,000 bushels a year, one
can estimate that on the eonclusion of the
present war ecuntries that have been starved
for wheat will occasion an extraordinarily
large demand for grain. Take Germany
itself!

Mr., Sampson: Or China.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, and Greeee and Ialy.
All these countries will be brought moder
the agreement, as President Roosevelt
pointed out, respecting the question of sup-
plies to various nations. We will be parties
to that seheme. Why should we in Austealia
adopt a policy of despair regarding wheat
production? Here we have a State that im
1931-32 produced and sold 53,000,000
bushels of wheat. Today we are down to
the ignominions total-output of 21,000,000
hushels duc to the compulsory reduction to
one-third of the aereage under produetion.
Then we have in Australia today the carry-
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over from previous yvears. The production
of wheat in Australia over four growing
years was 538,000,000 bushels and of that
total, with this vear’s crop of 132,000,000
bushels, we have now oaly 208,000,000
bushels in Australian.  When we consider
that the average world consumption of
wheat is 12,000,000 bushels per day—that is
what is termed “the wheat disappearance”’—
T think the proposed committee of inquiry
could well tackle the restoration of our
wheat areas in Western Australia. Mem-
bers should realise that in this State we ean
produce wheat more cheaply than in any
other part of the world. When T was dis-
cassing that matter with Senor Bidone, I
sscertained that in the Argentine super-
phosphate is not used in wheat production
at all. When we dealt with production
costs, I found that ours were considerably
below those of any other country, Another
provision in the world wheat agrecment is—

Adoption of the principle of the ‘‘ever nor-
mal granary’’ so ns to assure the maintenance
of adequate reserve stocks.

That great American, Mr. Wallace, who is
at present Viee President of the United
States of Ameriea, was largely responsible
for the adoption of the “ever normal gran-
arv.” The idea behind it is to get down to
something along the old Josephian principle
of the seven lean years and the seven plen-
tiful vears. That is all it amounts to. Be-
hind it is the proposal to keep stocks in
Amerien at & certain level—the ever normal
granary. As n matter of fact, that has not
actnally heen done. There is another factor
that should help to dissipate pessimism re-
garding the wheat position. Only in yester-
day’s issue of *“The West Australian” it was
reported that Canadian fufures were sell-
ing at 138 cents per bushel, which price is
equivalent in Australia to 7s. 3d. per hushel.

The Premier: Plus exchange?

Mr. BOYLE: No, T have added that on
in giving the Australian price. A quote
of 138 cents a bushel represents about
58, 10d. sterling, and exchange hrings that
Ggure up to about 7+ 3. Australian. Then
again teday's eables show that the Ameri-
can Government is seriously considering in-
stituting proceeding< against certain in-
terests in  America that have cornered
300,000,000 bushels of wheat, If the wheat
position is so bad and the outlook so pe~si-
mistic, would speculators and dealers in the
Cnited States of Ameriey trouble about
cornering a tremendous qnantity of zrain?
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The amount involved is equal to four years
of our normal exports from Australia. I
say the wheat position should oceasion us
no alnrm in a country such as Australia
which, after all, is not of such very great
vonsequence in the world supply of wheat.

The Premier: Qur experience during the
past 12 vears has been rather sad with re-
gard to whent production.

Mr. BOYLE: That was so because of the
tremendous dilticulty respeeting exports. If
countries that normally consumed our wheat
had been able to take their normal reguire-
inents representing over 800,000,000 bushels
a year, the position would have been satis-
factory, but in the year before the com-
mencement of the present war their imports
dropped to 438,000,000 bushels, Every
country in Europe was endeavouring to
safeguard itself against war condition. In
Ttaly wheat was exchanged at ahout 10s, 1d,
per hushel and in Franee the Government
seenred for the farmers a priee that was by
no means an economieal one. All this was
due to war seare. If we could do away with
war, sarcly all these shadows of diffieulties
wonld disappear forever. In normal times
we would get baek to normal conditions.

Hon. W. I, Johnson: Look at the matter
from the other divection and consider the
position of Spain!

Mr. BOYLE: Spain is a heavy importer
of wheat. That country does not produece
snfficient for its own reguirements. It has
a pepulation of 24,000,000. The next ar-
ticle in the draft convention for the solution
of the world wheat problems is—

Orderly distribution of exports throngh a

system of quotas.
Of comrse we will have to reach that point.
The oreanisations that I have heen associated
with have been recommending something
along those lines for vears past. We want
to o all the way and we want to know
where we will stand, what will be paid for
wheat and what will be a payable basis. We
must get down to commonsense in the dis-
tribution of wheat. We should not leave it
to merchants, particularly in the light of an
experience T had in Melbourne on about the
1st March, 1933. On that oeccasion at a
conference a leading merchant told the
chairman, Mr. Gunn, that if he did not leave
the vonference chamber at 4.30 p.m. there
wonld not be a price for wheat in Australia
the next day. TDwoes thal not represent sheer
dictatorship ?



[27 January, 1943.]

The Premier: But it wounld not have hurt
anyone for one day if no price had heen
deelared.

Mr. BOYLE: QOf course it would have.
Men bringing their wheat to the sidings
would have been told that there was no mar-
ket for their commodity.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But that could not
have affected Western Australia hecause we
bhave always fixed our own price.

Mr. BOYLE: Who has fixed our price?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Western Aus-
tralian organisation through the Wheat
Pool.

Mr. BOYLE: T am sarprised at the inno-
cence of the member for Guildford-Midland!
I was in Melbourne when the 11 o’cloeck and
the 4 o’clock telegrams were sent out to
Western Australia.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But they did not
come to Western Australia for the purpose
of fixing the price of wheat. We get that
direet from London and work on those
figures, separately and distinetly.

Mr. BOYLE: Does the hon. member sug-
gest that Western Australian wheat prices
are different from those applying elsewhere?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Of eourse.

The Premier: That has often heen so.

Mr. BOYLE: There may have been a dif-
ference of ¥4d. or 1d.

The Premier: No, a difference of 2d. or
3d.

Mr, BOYLE: The position is controlled
by the firms operating in the capital ecities.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No; we dealt with
that.

Mr. BOYLE: The next article
agreement read—

Stabilisation of prices at levels that will be
satisfactory to produeers and consumers alike.
T hope that will be achieved, but surely that
is & matter that could be dealt with Ly =
Beleet Committee and some recommnendation
reached along those lines, What price will
be satisfactory? Will any such price in-
_ clude provision of 1s. in the £ on
account of interest on secured debts?
If that is so, it will take some stabilising.
The Minister has told us that £4,000 was the
average debt of a returned wheatbelt sol-
dier after the 1914-18 war. If the interest
js 5 per cent., that would represent £200 a
year, though actuzlly I believe the rate is
4%, per eent. T am glad the Minister has
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in mind the debf position because, unless
there is reconstruetion in this respect, the
rest will be so much dead sea fruit.

Establishment of a wheat pool for relief to
war stricken and other necessitous areas.

Weo know that 100,000,000 bushels are
already earmarked and possibly the pool will
include 500,000,000 bushels. That was not
done after the 1914-18 war. According to
the memorandum of the committee, it ought
to be done.

Establishment of an International Wheat

Council to administer the plan and sunggest
measures to meet changing conditions,
An inquiry by Select Committee could be of
great assistance in these matters. The motion
also seeks to bring under review rnral condi-
tions such as education. I suggest technical
education, medical and hospital services.
One could continue for hours enlarging on
that theme.

The possibility of land settlement as =
means of repatriation.

What other means bave we in this Stale of
repatriating our soldiers? The Premier has
mentioned secondary indusfries. Age we
going to have much say in the establish-
ment of sccondary industries in this State?

The Premier: I hope so.

Mr. BOYLE: The Premier is an optimisi
of the first water, because there will be
thrown back into industry all the power of
the Eastern States with their up-to-date
plants. We have not such plants in Western
Australia.

The Premier: The Eastern States have a
lot of obsolete plants, too.

Mr. BOYLE: And a lot of up-to-date
plants. One has only to visit Melbourne and
Sydney to see new buildings equipped with
the latest plant. As an entity in the field of
secondary industry, we have no place. Evi-
dently we have to hope for a measure of
charity from the Eastern States that will
permit us to establish secondary industries
in Western Australia.

The Premier: No.

Mr. BOYLE: Some industries are bemng
establisliéd "hefe. ~ T hope they will prove to
be of a permanent nature; but can we regard
them as a factor to be considered in the
repatriation of soldiers?

The Premier: Of course we can.

AMr. BOYLE: Only to a very limited ex-
tent. I hope the Premier will prove to be
right, but experience is on my side at the
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moment. I have no intention of traversing
the whole position beyond saying that, in
supporting the motion, I regret that the Min-
ister has disapproved of it, because it is
fraught with the possibility of much good.
It would give opportunities to many people
to come before the committee and put up
suggestions, though not of the type the Min-
ister received from his friend at Bruece Rock.
I certainly feel that & Select Committee could
be profitably employed in an investigation
of these matters.

On motion by the Minister for Labour,
debate adjourned.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motions by Mr. Hughes, the following
Orders of the Day were discharged:—

1, Legal Practitioners Act Amendment
Bill,

2, Licensing Act Amendment Bill (No.
1).

BILL—SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Defeated.

E

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 14th October of the debate on the
seeond reading.

Mr. SHEARN: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [5.23]:
1 do not propose to address the Hounse at
any length on this subject, because on 2
former occasion T introduced a Bill contain-
ing somewhat similar provisions, While T
feel that in Committee the Bill might be
amended with advanfage, I did not desire
to have the second reading dehate closed
without expressing an opinion that some re-
form along the lines laid down in this Bill
shoul? he intredueed. T propose to support
the second reading.

MR, NEEDHAM (Perth) : If my memory
sorves me aright, this is the fourth time in
the past few vears that we have had a Bill
of this nature hefore us. Of the other men-
sures, one was introduced by a member of
the Country Party, one by the Teader of the
National Party and the third by a member
of the party on this side of the House. Now
an Independent member, the member for
Fast Perth, has introduced this Bill. The
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object of each of those measures has been
to amend the divoree laws and thus make the
path to the Divorce Court smoother than it
13 at present and aceess to it easier.

The hon. member enumerated the many
grounds alveady existing on which divoree
may be obtained, and through this Bill he
proposes to add more grounds. The plea
now put forward is on behalf of a woman
separated from her husband who regularly
pays the maintenance order but cannot secure
a reconciliation. If this Bill is passed for
that reason, later on some other grounds walt
be diseovered and so on ad infinitum until the
last remnant of the marriage tie disappears.
That is the reason why I have conmsistently
opposed measures of this nature having for
their object the widening of the laws of
divorce.

I feel that already too many grounds have
been provided for people desirous of sever-
ing the marriage tie. 1 obhject on prineiple
to divorce, and do not desire to see the safe-
guards of the Divorece Court relaxed any
further. In this community today we are
suffering from the twin curses of divorce and
contraception, This community is not sin-
gular in that repard. TUnfortunately the
factors T have mentioned are widespread,
but the danger of those evils in the moral
and economie senses is, fo my mind, inten-
sified during time of war. This eivilisation
of ours is in deadly peril. We realise the
shortage of our manpower to defend it, and
the more easy we make the approaeh to the
divorce court the less manpower shall we
have to defend our country in time of
danger. The Bill proposes to reduce the
desertion period to three years. This is an
addition to the eight or nine grounds on
which divoree can he obtained already. As
T indicated at the beginning of my speech,
there are eight oy nine grounds too many,

Any further addition to those grounds will
be an open invitation to persons to enter
inte practically illicit sexual relations. Un-
fortunately people have become so accus-
tomed to divoree that it is qnife common. At
the same time, althongh of common accur-
rence, divorce always leaves a stigma.
Under the law as it now stands, a divoree ean
be granted only on the ground of separa-
tion of the parties, if the separation is by
order of the eourt, or by deed, or agreement
or of separation., The parties must be
separated for a period of ihrea vears or more
and the respondent hushand must have failed
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during that period entirely or repeatedly or
habitoally to make payment of the allow-
ances granted by the court to the wife, and
for any children of the marriage. That is
the present law, and it ean be summarised
under three headings: 1, Separation by
order of the court or deed or agreement. 2,
Separation for a period of at least three
years. 3, Failure during that period on the
part of the husband to maintain the wile
and any children of the marriage.

This proviston was brought in, I under-
stand, during 1925; and from then until
now it has not heen altered. I belicve that
in the attempt then made for further relaxa-
tion of the divoree law, that was as far as
it was thought proper to go. The Bill now
before the House, should it become law, will
bhe an abhsolute negation of the prineiples
of Christion marriage. It simply says that if
a married couple remain apart for three
years, either party ean dissolve the marriage.
That is tantamount to introducing what was
once tried in Amerien, the “companionate
rarriage.” This meant a man and a woman
living together as in marriage, and if you
did not like each other you could separate,
Even in America that system could not last
Jong. Again, companionate marriage some-
what resembles forms of marriage existing
in the U.8.8.R.

The stand 1 take is that whilst divorce is
Tecognised in our eommunity, it should not
he made any easicr than it is now. The Bill,
if I read it correetly, will render it diffieult
for man and womap fo remain hound by
the solemn tie of matrimony it they have
the knowledge that should they separate and
stay apart for the period of three years the
bond can be severed. In that there is a
danger of collusion, which is forbidden by
the present law. The provisions of the Bill
ean he shortlv deseribed as “divorce made
easy.” There has to he culpability on one
side at present. If the Bill becomes law,
there need not he any culpability on either
side. Al the parties need do is to live apart
from each other for three years.  There
need be no order of the court, or deed or
agreement ; no failure by the husband to pay
for the mnintenance of his wife and the
children, if any. Such I think will be the
results if the Bill is enacted. True, Clause 3
has a proviso to the effect—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hen. mem-
her is not in order in quoting clanses.

2353

Mr. NEEDHAM: May I put it this way,
Sir, that the Bill provides that a divorce
shall not be granted if it is opposed by the
respondent, who proves that the separation
is due to the wrongful aet or conduct of
the petitioner.  That proviso certainly is
contained in the Bill, but it gives little or
no protection to the wronged party, and
the fact of its being given does not in any
way invalidate the main objection I have to
the measnre. In my opinion the chief ob-
jection to the measure is that it practically
destroys the prineiple of Christian marriage.
It allows two peeple to agree, before or
after murriage, that sooner or later they will
separate and stay apart for three years, so
that either one of the two can get the
divorce. My construction of that feature of
the Bill is that it amounts to nothing more
or less than collusion. In faet, however,
even an agreement to this extent is not neces-
sary, as is apparvent when one gives the Bill
further analysis. If one party takes it into
his or her head to go away and stay away
for three years, either party ean obtain the
divoree at the end of that period. Tt will
be seen that wide ag is the door of the eourt
today and smooth the road, this Bil] will
open the door still wider and make the road
to the court shorter and smoother, TUnder
its provisions the guilty party is also en-
titled to & divorce. The proviso does not
define wilful separation as a wrongful aect.

Whichever way one looks at the Bill, it
is olyjectionable. Whatever objections could
have been and were lodged against its pre-
decessors, I maintain this Bill is much worse.
Many other objections could he advanced
against it,  Property rights are often
affected by marviage; sometimes the property
rights of a third party might be involved.
Under the present law, I understand such
property is exeepted. A scitlement of pro-
perty might he made in consideration of
one of two parties becoming married. The
settlement would presuppose a genuine mar-
riage, whereas in fact by pre-arrangement
the pavties could get married without any
real intention of remaining in that state.
There is vet another serious objeetion to
the measuve, It is, T understand, a vital
principle of divoree law that there should
he no eollusion hetween the parties. There
must he the guoilt of adultery, habitnal drun-
kenness, imprisonment, wilful desertion or
failare to maintain. Should the eourt sns-
poct that the parties to divorce proceedings
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had conspired together and framed a case,
it could, upon proof refuse a divorce. If
& divoree were granted as the result of such
action and it was subsequently proved that
there had been collusion, then the Crown
could intervene and have the decree obtained
from the court set aside, This Bill will
leave the door wide open for collusion and
the House should hesitate before it passes
such a measure.

Those briefly, are my objections to the
Bill and T hope it will meet the same fate
as did its predecessors. We are living in
abnormal times &nd our duty is, as far as
possible, not to slacken laws relating to the
morals of our people but, un the contrary,
to tighten them up. Sinece this world-wide
struggle began, we have had ample evidence
in our city and its suburbhs of the necessity
for tightening up laws so that our young
people may be kept, as far as possible, on
the path of moral rectitude. That being so,
there is all the more necessity for us to bhe
particularly anxious to preserve the sanctity
of the marriage tie. We are not going to
remedy the present state of affairs by easy
divorece laws. Rather, by so doing are we
going to add to our troubles. I sincerely
hope the Bill will be defeated on the second
reading.

MRE. HUGHES (East Perth—in reply):
I have only a few words to say in reply to
the member for Perth. He is quite wrong
in saying that this Bill is the worst of four
similay Bills that have heen brought down to
the Honse. This Bill is the fourth sucecessful
modifieation of the original Bill; it has been
s0 modified as to be hardly able to stand up.
Tt provides for certain safeguards which ¥
thought should have heen placed in the firast
Bill. One is that a wrongdoer cannot go W
the court and {ake advantage of his own
wrongdoing. The wrongdoer, whether male
or female, is exeluded by this Bill from ob-
taining a divorce. The member for Perth
stated what is the existing law; he said that
all that people had to do was to stay apart
for three years and they could obtain a
divoree. That is the law today. Either
party can then get a divoree on the ground
of desertion; it is granted almost antomatic-
allv. If the hon. mamber objects to that, he
should produce an amending Divoree Bill to
eut out divorce on the ground of desertion.
He also =ays that marriage is a sacred con-
tract. So it is. It is more, it is the baste
prineiple upon which the community holds
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together. It is the very basis of our com-
munity life. Yet, notwithstanding that it
is sueh a sacred and basie contraet, a child
can enfer into a marriage.

A girl of the age of 16 or 17 years can
enter into a contract, but she ean repudiate
it at any time, because the law says she is
not old enough to form a concrete mind.
After she becomes 21, the contract is not
enforceable against her. But she can, while
under age, contract a marriage, which is the
most sacred and most important of all con-
traets. She cannot, however, repadiate that
contraet upon attaining the age of 21 years,
nor can she recant at that age. If she
makes a mistake, the member for Perth would
hold her to it for eternity; he would not say,
“This is a eontract and she is to be re-
lieved.”

At the expense of some repetition, I de-
sire to say that all this Bill provides for is
that the person who honours his contract
under the marriage shall be put on the same
basis as the person who dishonours it. At
present if a man marries and has children
and, being a waster, subsequently deserts
his wife and children, the wife can obtain a
maintenance order against bim. If he does
not elect to pay, it is practieally impossible
to make him do so. T¥Ie can put on his hat
and go away withont paying. Then he can
be put in gaol for non-payment, and when
he comes out he can be put in again on ae-
count of arrears accumulated while he was
in gaol.

At the end of three years when the wife is
disheartened through trying to make him
pay, and has perhaps met someone else she
feels she ean marry, she can go to the Divorce
Court and get a divorce on the ground thst
her husband has not paid maintenance. The
man is then free to marry again and have
a8 sccondl family and do the same thing all
over again, as has happened in one or two
instances within my knowledge. 1 would
support the member for Perth if he said that
a man who had defaulted in his marital obli-
gations to his wife and children should not
he allowed fo marry again and should be
told, “You failed to discharge your obliga-
tions and left your children to starve and
foreed the State to keep them, and we are
not going to allow you to marry again and
hring more children inte the world.”

Hon. N. Keenan: What has that to do
with this Bill?
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Mr. HUGHES: I am saying that if that
were suggested I would agree. This Bill pro-
poses to give to the man who discharges
his obligations the same privileges as are
extended to the man who fails to do so. As
a matter of fact the Bill will he of very
little assistance to the male. In the Divoree
Court and the Married Women's Court the
male is anathema, a thing to be kicked and
trampled on. In the Married Women’s
Court every male starts 200 yards behind
scratech, The fact of his being a2 male
is a termble disability. There are many
men &nd women who marry and discharge
their obligations but in some cases, for some
reason or other, the marriage does not succeed
and they bave to separate. If the man is a
decent fellow—as many are—he discharges
his obligations. He says, “1 married and
begot children and it is my doty to main-
tain them and I am going to do it.” He
honestly and regularly pays maintenance
for his children, but he and his wife are
tied for life. Neither can get a divoree,
because they both believe in discharging
their obligations.

I know one or two instances in which the
wife feels that she and her husband will
never ¢ome together again. She has reared
children and would once more like to try
her fate in the matrimonial sea, but because
she married a decent man who discharged
his obligations and she refuses to commit
adultery or to stage a mock adultery they
are tied up for life, while at the same time
they can see the rotter who would not dis-
charge his obligations free to marry again.
They ask this Parliament the very pertinent
question, “Why should we be penalised be-
eause we have discharged our obligations
when the fellow who defanlts is free to
marry again?  The Bill provides that the
men and women who have discharged their
obligations can, like the defauliers, go to
the Divorce Court and ask for relief, It
containg the safegvard that if a man or
woman is in default the other party ean go
le the court and demonstrate that the mar-
riage hroke up as a vesult of such defauit
ond the divorce cannot be granfed. T is
not diserctinnary on the part of the judge.
The divoree will be blocked bhecanse the
conrt will say to the gentleman or the lady
coneerned, “You were responsible for the
failure of vour last marriage and we are
not at liberty to give you another ehanee
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But if the respondent has no objection to
the other party going, the divorce can be
granted,

The divorce can in no way affect any
order given for maintenance prior to the
application for divorce, even though the
order is made in the lower court. Special
provision is made in the Bill that the higher
court cannot interfere with a maintenanee
order. So the party seeking divorce does
not get relief, even if the divorce is granted,
from the provisions of the order. One
cannot go further in protecting the inno-
cent party. The member for Perth says
there may be collusion. I have often sus-
pected a bit of it goes on today. I would
not like to say there is collusion, but I have
suspieions from time to time that when two
people have been unable to agree they have
said, “Very well, we will break it up and
after three years one of us will sue for a
separation.” That cannot be stopped. The
member for Perth complained that we have
the curses of eontraeceptives and divorces—
mainly the eurse of contraceptives, If il is
population he wants, look at all the man-
power he is keeping idle!  Look at the
women that could bear children and would
be glad {0 have them, but cannot have them
because they made a mistake! I eould pro-
doce half a dozen women of child-bearing
age ready and willing to have children pro-
vided we will allow them to be mated with
the men of their choice.

The Minister for Labour: They seem to
have taken you into their confidence.

Mr. HUGHES: They admit frankly that
they want to marry again. They say, “1 am
not too old and I would like to have child-
ren. T would like to have a home again. I
made a mess of the last marriage, but I want
tc try again” 'We shounld let them have
children if they want them. It is their
hirthright. I would like th¢ member for
Perth to show me any theological precept
which denies women the right to have
children,

The Premier: There is a hiological precept
anyhow,

Mr. HUGHES: In my experience—which
is not very extensive—the biological side
has frequently knoeked down the theological
precepts. By this Bill we shall allow people
to do honestly what they ean do dishonestly,
an{ we shall allow men with limited means
lo do what the man with unlimited money
can do today. Tf two people are separated
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and reach the stage, being sensible people,
of deciding that they are never likely to
resume their married relationship, and the
wife says that she has met someone else
with whom she would like {o live, the two
can stage a fictitions adultery if they have
the cash to do it.  Does the member for
Subiaco believe when she reads the story of
John Brown being seen in his pyjamas with
the blinds down in some hotel

Mr. SPEAKKER: Order! 1 do not think
that has anything to do with the matier.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the member for
Subiaco believe that is “fair dinkum® Of
course she does not! Anybody who is will-
ing to vesort to those means ean today get
a divoree, and how can they he stopped? Tt
eannot be proved that it is not a genuine
case of adultery, It has all the appearance
of sueh on the surface, and is uneontested.
Who is to prove that it is not s0? But many
people, partieularly those in a position to
judge, have prave doubts about the matter.
But such a eourse takes money. 1 suggest
that all we are doing in this Bill is allowing
the decent man to be placed on the same
hasis as the one who does not decently dis-
charge his matrimonial obligations. We are
allowing to be done honestly what is at
present heing done dishonestly, and permit-
ting the oor man to have the same privi-
lexes ax the rich man. T hope the seeond
veading will be ecarried.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves . .. .. T
Noes .. .. .. 26

Majority against .. 19

Aves.
Mr. Hughes Me. Triat
Mr, Marshal!? Mr. Withera
Mr. MeDonald Mr. Doney
Mr. Sampron {Teller.)
NoEs
Mr. Boyle Mr. Nulsen
Mra. Cardell-Qliver Mr. Panton
Mr. Cavertey Mr. Perkins
Mr COross Mr. Seward
Mr. Fox Mr Shearn
Mr. Hawke Mer. J. H. Smiln
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr., W. Hegney Mr. Warner
Afr. Hill Mr. Watts
Mr., Kernan Mr. Willcock
Mr. Leahv Mr. Willmott
Mr. Needham Mr. Wise
Mr. North Mr., Wilson
(Taller.)

Question thus neratived.
Bili defeated.

House adjourned at 6.{ pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 215
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (7).

APPLE AND PEAR ACQUIBITION
BOARD.

As to Marketing, etc.

My, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agrieullure: 1, Would the Department, un-
der aequisition, support an added free
marketing period for apples? 2, Were
Bartlett pears exported from Western Aus-
tralia prior to aequisition and, if se, for how
many vears prior o acquisition? 3, Ts it
realised that acquisition of Bartlett pears
menns added expense to the Commonwealth,
greater cost to the consumer, and reduced
returns to the grower? 4, In the cireum-
stanees will he urge that Bartlett pears he
cxempt from the operations of the Apple
and Pear Acqtisition Board?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The import
of the qaestion is not quite clear but it is
quite obviocus that mueh more information
is necessary. It seems that the subjeet-
matter is once for decision under the juris-
dietion of the Apple and Pear Board., 2,
Bartlett peavrs have never heen exported in
quantity from Western Australia. Some con-
signments about fifteen to twenty years ago
vielded very wvaried returns to the growers,
and in general were not profitable owing to
wastage, 3, No. 4, The omission of selected
varieties might mean the abhandonment of
the scheme as a whole and is a matter for
deeision of the hoard.



